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e/! ON THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE SOUL. 











“[conTINUED AND CONCLUDED FROM NO. 20.— 
PAGE 155.) 


“How easy it is to answer the objections of 
*Materialism! We ask of its disciples, whe- 
ther they wish, according to Descartes, that 
afiimals should be considered as mere ma- 
chines, that have neither thought, nor feeling? 
It must not, therefore, be a matter of surprise, 
_that they should have no soul, and of course 
that there should exist no parallel between 
animal and man, who, as they themselves ac- 
knowledge, both feels andthinks. Will they, 
on the contrary, allow feeling and thought to 
an animal? We then unhesitatingly defy 
them to prove, that it has not a soul. We do 
not mean to insinuate, that such a soul is like 
the human, and as perfect in its faculties, but 
one, which terminates its existence with the 
animal itself, and the functions of which are 
employed in the preservation and physical 
necessities of the animal. 

Strange, indeed! that Man in his impious 
pride should arrogate the exclusive power of 
the Creator, and yet in his jealousy of the 
happiness of his fellow-man, should daily 
make prodigious efforts in science and wisdom, 
to be convinced that the very beasts of the 

are of equal importance with himself, 
and that between them and him, the differ- 
ence is but trifling; yet while he degrades 
Man’by levelling him down to the rank of the 
brute, and’even of the plant, his object in so 
‘doing is to-ennoble them, by investing them 


esting 
with'the faculties and intelligence of the hu-| God 








man species! While the habits and feeling of 
plants are thus lauded, and the patience and 
reason of a sick, or dying bird, are thus loud- 
ly panegyrized, by such an impious system, 
the dignity of human nature is annihilated; 
and a pseudo-philosophy, as infamous as it is 
irreligious, thereby, endeavours to rob Man 
of his rights, and to raise the brute creation 
upon his ruins! Disorganizing maniacs, or 
wretches, who audaciously usurp the name of 
Philosophers, would wish to spread and con- 
firm Democratic principles throughout Na- 
ture, as they blaspheniously endeavoured to 
establish them in France, which, at one time, 
was the dupe and the victim of the desolating 
experiment, and, as a respectable writer once 
observed, “‘ the people of creation seem to 
conspire to dethrone its King.” But no! 
The sovereign ascendancy of Man will never 
die; he will ever feel, notwithstanding the 
degrading efforts of Sophists, the glorious 
pre-eminence of his destiny. Yes, it ranges 
through creation. It is seen in the very ma- 
jesty of his demeanour, and is indelibly 
stamped on his very countenance, in the sub- 
limity of his looks, in the masterly command 
of his hands, which he extends over his wide 
domain. The grandeur of his rank is promi- 
nently displayed in his thoughts, by his re- 
sistless eloquence, which he scatters far and 
near, and in his mind, which the revelation of 
heaven assures him, is formed unto the like- 
ness of God himself. Yes, by his empire and 
perfect subjection of that portion of matter in 
which he is doomed for a short time to be in- 
carcerated, the soul recognises, and partially 
exhibits the powerful action of the Prime 
Mover of the Universe: by the rapidity of his 
thoughts, the memory of the past, the con- 
sciousness of the present, the anticipation of 
the future, he approximates Infinite Wisdom, 
who, with a single glance, embraces all pla- 
ces and timen. The impetuosity of his inse-. 
tiable desires, and the vast extent of his 
hopes, tell him that, through the mercies of 








heaven, he is to possess that eternity, which'| 
naturally and necessarily enjoys... su 


Oh! God! Creator of the Universe! Thou 
alone art the Immortal King of Ages! -¥et 
hast Thou established man, as king of the 
globe which he inhabits! To despise Thy 
gifts is not to fully appreciate that dignity 
which he has received from Thy divine mu- 
nificence. How dear to man should yucha 
sovereignty be! . Does it not come ‘frém 
Thee? Ht is a prelude to that endless as- 
cendancy, which he is happily, yet undesery- 
edly destined to share with Thee in the bligs- 
ful regions of Immortality. ; ‘ 


PROPHECIES. 














Twelve Lectures on the. Subject of the Prophe- 
cies relating to the Christian Church; being 
a Portion of the Lectures founded at Lincoln's 
Inn Chapel, of the late Bishop Warburton, 
by Epwarp Pearson, D. D. Master'of Sid- 
ney College, Cambridge, and Christian, Ad- 
vocate to that Universtly. _ 1811.—Continu- 
ed from Number 20, page 156. 


We could give a list of Right Reverends 
and Reverends in the Anglican pale, such as 
Potter, Man, and Bishop Newton, the last of 
whom indulged in these vagaries to soothe 
his melancholy, for the loss of his wife; of 
ministers, such as Fleming, Lowman, and 
Mosely, among the dissenters, and’ étlter 
preachers and pes wera who with differ- 
ent degrees of ingenuity and superstitiot 
confidence, advocated the Babylonian pat 
during the seventeenth and eighteenth een- 
turies.. But the sect was losing itsueredit 
and sinking fast into contempt and derision, 
till about the year 1769 it received ‘a temipo-’ 
rary impulse from a very singular i 2, 
the Warburtonian Lect ip; and subse-, 
quently from certain freakish and supersti-. 
taous rer 1 
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rivals, and as constantly. failed in establishing that a Baby ian and a s were has-| year 1716 ae < eee 
their own, were so ridiculous and abs | pues Oo to become, terms. | expect to live; uhless, a 
their elaborate dissertations on horns a of, trumpery t worn| rized to do, he had laid 
beasts, on trumpets and vials, and particularly | out, ‘and it, required. the w|of the patriarch, as we 


their voluminous jargon on the mystical nun ve to set, their cracked and decayed ma- 
ber 666 and 1260, in which by the aid of ad-|chinery again in motion. Suffice it to say,! 
dition, subtraction, multiplication and divi- | that several doctors of the Babylonish school, 
sion, and when these would not suit their|no less eminent in their day than Faber, 
purpose, by extracting the square, or cube | Whitaker, Zouch, Valpy, ett, King, and 
root, they laboured to find some coincidence | Hales, their successors in our time, from vi- 
with Popery,* were so ‘near akin to lunacy, | sionary ee had become enthusiastic 
~ prophets. With unhallowed rashness they 

.*. The Reverend George Stanly Faber not only shows attempted to penetrate into the secrets of fu- 
the sagacity of his discernment, the soundness of his | turity; andewith the degraded Bible in their 
: —— per eget aes ge hand, pretended to demonstrate the exact 
ei hich =e coment ta Oe Babylonish school, in the | time of Antichrist’s fall, The years 1620, 
ing extracts from his Dissertation on the Prophe- | 1650, 1690, were pointed out as the precise 

Gow. Phere is a most curious treatise by Mr. Potter on | period. This was, however, putting the truth 
the number 666, in which he goes on the principle of | 6f their interpretations to the ‘test. But, O 


extracting ice ante se ties Amt most lame and impotent conclusion! each pe- 


with popery. I can promise the reader entertainment riod successively arrived, and antichrist still 
of a fia sort from this work, It is one of the most| kept his seat. Mede was more artful, at 
itigenious productions I ever met with, but too elaborate | least, if not more inspired than these impru- 
and far-fetched.” (Vol. H. p. 310.) ‘*Latinus, and) dent seers. He cunningly fixed upon the 
nothing but Latinus, is the name of the Beast.’’ (p. 316.) 
“With regard to the mark of the Beast, I think with | 
Sir Isaac Newton, that it is the Cross. Protestants are sion is remarkable and full of meaning. In common 
the spiritually wise children of the symbolical woman, | earthquakes, or political revolutions, men alone are 
who profess the same principles as those who perished ordinarily slain; but in the present earthquake, their 
at the era of the reformation, in trying, in purging, and very names are to be slain: and the number of their 
making white their apostate brethren.” (p. 463.) ‘I | names is said to be 7000, or 7 multiplied by 1000, the 
freely allow, that the Papists are members of the Cath- | usual apocalyptic method of describing a great multi- 
clic: Beast; but I cannot bring myself to style them Ca- | tude. The number of names, or titles is seven, and this 
thelies, as if they were the only members of the true | number is multiplied by a thousand, to describe how 
Church.” (Vol. II. p. 261.) <‘ The spiritual kingdom | great a multitude the ancient French nobility were. 
of the Pope sprung up after the empire had become | Now it is a remarkable circumstance that not merely 
Christian, or during the period of what St. John styles | names, or titles of nobility should be slain, or abolished, 
its non-existence as a beast. In the course of the latter | by the earthquake of the French revolution, but that 
part of this intermediate period, the ancient pagan beast, precisely seven such names, or titles should be abolish- 
that had been wounded to death by the preaching of the /ed. 1. Prince. 2. Duke. 3. Marquis. 4. Count. 
gospel, was gradually come to life again by the apostacy | 5. Viscount. 6. Bishop. 7. Baron.” (If Mr. F. had 
of ‘numerous individuals. But when he perfectly reviv- | needed two, or three more titles to make out his num- 
ed, resumed all his bestial functions, and set up an ido- | ber, he might have found kings, archbishops, cardinals 
latrous spiritual tyrant in the Church, by constituting | and chevaliers.) ‘‘ All these numes were slain in the 
Bouiface the third Universal Bishop, then were the course of the earthquake, which overthrew the only re- 
saints delivered into the hands of the little horn; then | maining tenth part of the Roman city, or the monarchy 
did the little horn begin to have a look more stout than | of France. For, the first shock of the earthquake took 
his fellows; then did the uaiversal spiritual empire of place in the year 1789, and the last on the memorable 
the Pope commence. This. happened in the year 606: | tenth of August 1792. Thus are we alike directed by 
consequently I esteem this year the most probable date chronological and circumstantial evidence to apply this 
of the 1260 days.”’ (Vol. I. p. 60.) ‘‘ The campaign | prediction to the French revolution. It was to be ful- 
of 1805 has made Bonaparte the undoubted representa- | filled after the Ottoman empire had ceased to be victo- 











tive of Charle and consequently the head of the | 
beast.”” (Vol. II. p. 372.) Mr. Faber then pursues the 
head of the beast and the little horn of the beast, till he 
sees Bonaparte and the Pope perfectly secured, by both 
being cast alive into a certain “ lake of fire burning with 
brimstone.’ (Vol. Hi. p. 441.) Little did this “ spirit- 
ually wise child of the symbolical woman’’ dream, that | 
in Jess than eight years after he had told their fortunes | 
and settled their fate, the head of the beast would be 
slipped to St. Helena, and that. the little hom would 
in -have a look more stout than his fellows, in the | 
atican. But whether our modern seers attempt to pro- 
from scanning the future, or considering the past, 
appear destined to be unseccessful, and are eventu- 
proved to be no wiser than their uninspired neigh- 
The following is a curious i of his ex- | 


Mr. F. lays it down as an axi- | “8* 


post-facto-prophesying 
om, that Rev. xi. 13, and at the same hour was | 
there a@ great earthquake, and the tenth part of | 
the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of 
men seven thousand, denotes the French revolution. 
In the Greek and Latin Vulgate, though not in his own 
Bible; the expression is seven theusand names of men. 
He then gives this interpretation: “ In the year 1789 the 
: make commeticed, and ie it fell a teuth part 6f the 
man city; that is te say, the French monarchy, 


great y 

the one of the ten original regal horns then in 

pokes A his civeurhetance, added to’ the chtoril 

cal era to which the earthquake is assigned, namely, 

close of the second woe, ora st to the 
season 





rious. It was to be fulfilled in one of the ten original 
horns of the beast. It was to be fulfilled in the down- 
fall of the monarchy symbelized by that tenth horn; and 
in the abolition of precisely seven names, or titles of no- 
bility. No event except the French revolution answers 
to all these particulars; and it does exactly answer to 
them ALL. Consequently we have as much certainty 
as can be attained in these matters that the French revo- 
lution is here foretold by St. John, I have explained 
this prophecy much better in the present edition (1807) 
than I did in the first (1805).’’ (Vol. II. p. 95.) 

Aut insanit aut versus facit. 

The man is mad, or is engaged in rhymes. 

What can our disciple of Mr. Moore the almanac-ma- 

ker say now, when he has lived to see ‘* Fallen Rome” 


of the Romish beast, Austria, France, Spain, Naples, 
&c. again lift up the terrors of fheir Popish antlers; again 
to'see his precisely Seven slain titles of French nobility 
come to lite again? 

Qui Bavium non odit amet tua carmina Mevi. 

The reformation-brood he hates, yet Peter’s faith 
rejects. 

Among the numerous conceits of this’ author; in Re- 
vel..xiv. the first angel is the chaste Luther, the second 
the meek Calvin, the third the unpersecuting ‘‘ insular 
Church of England.’’ The fourth , who says, put 
in thy sickle and reap, he might with greater eer, 


ety have stationed in tythed and exhausted 
The tattlé of Dresden created eteemive Gertiaieds On the 


it of Faber .and Co's, ie, bank; the 
credit of Messrs. ba prophets a 


battle of Waterloo shut up 


‘What solemn trifling! 


has maga mon- 
é, | grel prophecy, if it has not yet gazétted’the firm among 


in risen; to see most of the ten original regal horns 


-| Mr. Pitt, addressing the 


eb 





Jurieu and Whist uD 
pradent. Instead of slily shifting the nite 
of the Papal downfall a century later tp 
which case the fall of Babylon and the ‘da. 
struction of the beast would have odd] svn 
chronized with the restoration of the man 
ble Pius VII. to hig throne and territories 
they were silly enough to follow the delusive 
authority of their patriarch Mede. The for. 
mer fixed upon the period between the years 
1710 and 1715, and as he died in 1713 he 
just saved his prophetic credit, Whiston 
was less fortunate. With all the whimsical 
parade of mathematical demonstration, he ag 
certained that the year 1716 was the epoch 
of papal destruction, but he had the mortif. 
cation to outlive that period above thirt 
years, an object of scorn, or pity. He died 
in 1752, erty, the virtuous and learned 
Pope Benedict XIV. in firm possession of 
the Papal throne. These and similar hallu- 
cinations, not only of their obscure, but also 
most distinguished and able writers, in whi 
the absurdity of their tenets was sur 
only by the credulity and confidence w; 
which they were espoused and maintaine 
blasted for a while the credit of the Babylo is 
prophets; and if they did not wholly deter 
succeeding adventurers from the vain pursuit, 
they taught them at least a lesson of prudence 
and patience. Accordingly the catastroph 
of Papal ruin has been subsequently assigned 
by Mosely, Woodhouse and Faber, to the 
year 1866; by Bishop Newton and others to 
the year 1987; and by Lowman, who allow. 
ing the greatest latitude, comes in our opin. 
ion nearest to the truth, to the distant year 
2016. Opinionum commenta delet dies, 
Time, which has already refuted the prophe- 
tic fictions of Mede and Whiston, wil neg 
more merciful to the jarring systems of their 
modern competitors; and will, in due season, 
class the prophetic romances of Whitaker and 
Faber with the obsolete fables of Mede and 
Whiston. 
Of the two circumstances before indicated, 
which gave a short-lived popularity to 
whimsies of the sect, we shall first dismiss 
the more recent in point of time. | As th 
pseudo-prophets, whose inspiration was. 
rived from the French revolution, form a dis- 
tinct class, we shall make few observations 
on them at present. Our readers are awar 
that the tremendous volcano of the French 
revolution exploded in 1789. In 1796 the 
republican armies invaded Italy; Rome was 
unable to resist the torrent, and the venera- 
ble and good pontiff Pius VI. was robbed and 
insulted, but not disgraced; was dragged into 
France by the victorious revolutionists, and 
there died in captivity. "To the eye unblind- 
ed by prejudice, the conduct of His Holinep 
displayed, in his humiliation, all the bright 
and solid virtnes that can adorn dod singly cf 
suffering innocence; as his public and pn 
vate virtues had, in, prosperity, reflected he 
nour on his exalted station, and ie bin 






a benefactor to his countr and to 


ouse of Ci 






on the subject, could not withhold the tribute 
of his pity and admiration, and that dist 
guishe orator and state ne 

‘best speeches, (Feb.'3, 1800) de 
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venerable Pontiff (in spite 
ke 'sanctity of his age and the unsullied pu- 
of his character), which even to a Pro- 
tant seemed hardly short of ‘the guilt of 
ec.” But the deluded Babylonian, 
“ho could discover nothing in this holy Pope, 
worthy Vicar of Jesus Christ, but marks 
if the Beast, and features of the Babylonian 
harlot and of Antichrist; and who devoutly 
‘pected, and as vainly wished, that every 
expiring Pope was to be the last, viewed 
se events in,a different light. With his 
pible ia,one hand, and the newspaper in the 
other, making the gazette his expositor of 
holy writ, he discovered in every battle, and 
ia every succeeding event, especially in the 
Jiation of the temporalities of the Holy 
a fulfilment of prophecy, and a confirm- 
ation of his dreams. Pius VI. is dead! 
The last of the Popes has perished! The 
Popedom is extinct! Babylon the great is 
n, is fallen: Babylon is swept with the 
som of destruction, and shall be found no 
pore at all! (Signs of the Times, by Edward 
Kinz, Esq. F.R. S.§ A. S. 1798.) Such 
were the anli-christian rant and fanatical ran- 
cour which resounded from the pulpit of ma- 
by eharche and conventicles in this king- 
dom, on occasion of this virtuous Pontiff’s 
death; and which forcibly reminded us of 
that spirit, which once cried out against his 
Divine Master: Away with him, Crucify him. 
uch moreover are the drift and substance of 
the moonshine sermons and visitation charges 
on “the Fall of Babylon, the Fall of Anti- 
christ, the Fall of Papal Rome,” which were 
that period not only preached but Replieh- 
ed, by the sapient doctors Daubeny, Wrang- 
lam, Valpy, Mosely, and twenty other pulpit 
quacks: seeing vanity and divining lies, saying, 
“Thus saith the Lord God,” when the Lord 
hath not spoken, &c, Ezekiel xxii. 28, The 
yoice of common sense was silenced in this 
trange hubbub. In vain we, Catholics, re- 
lying with unshaken confidence on the infal- 
Iibility of Christ’s promises to preserve his 
church to the consummation of the world, re- 
ested these fanatics to have a little pa- 
tience, and they would see another Pope: 
and that as there had been Popes, alias An- 
tichrists, presiding over Christ’s church, pre- 
serving the unity and purity of Christ’s faith, 
and communicating the blessings of Christ’s 
doctrine and salvation to infidel nations, fif- 
teen hundred years before the various sects 
of Protestantism began; so it was very pro- 
bable that other Popes, alias Antichrists, 
‘would continue the same Christian office long 
after their new sects had ceased to exist. 
Yur calm but confident expectation that an- 
other successor of St. Peter would soon fill 
vacdnt See of Rome, was treated by them 
with ridicule and eontempt. These lunatics, 
with abundant professions of charity, pitied 
oar popish blindness; or, with effervescent 
zeal, execrated our obstinacy in shutting our 
idolatrous eyes to the evident accomplish- 
ment of the sure word of prophecy! In 1800 
anew Antichrist was elected in the person of 
ius Mew whose Christian virtues wiry vy 
ycither a d nor a throne; and to the 
cee of all’ illuminated sons of Ba- 
Without @ moment’s delay, or a whis- 
contradiction, was acknowledged as 
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Willis to'haposture, ha lee 
the system, dnd’ exposed the 
of another sehool see cerenker A = wa se 
phets; and if it has not cured their'mania, has 
at least compelled them to begin again the 
superstitious labour of their preposterous cal- 
culations, If the blind lead the blind, what 


is the natural consequence? They both fall 
into the ditch. | 
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We present our Readers with an Extra 
half-sheet in the present Number. Our in- 
variable object is to lay before them as much 
interesting and valuable matter as is practi- 
cable. We hope, therefore, that the present 
additional quantity of information will be ac- 
ceptable to them, and that when they consi- 
der it in the light of a New Year’s Gift, it 
will not on that account be less pleasing. 





ORDINATION. 

On Friday, the 15th inst. the Bishop of 
Boston conferred the holy order of Sub-dea- 
con on Cormac Joseph Connolly, the nephew 
of the late Dr. Connolly, former Bishop of 
New York, in the Cathedral of the Holy 
Cross, in this city; on the following day, the 
same gentleman received the Holy Order of 
Deacon; and on Sunday the 17th inst. he re- 
ceived, during Solemn High Mass, which 
was celebrated by the Right Rev. Bishop, in 
Pontificalibus, the holy order of Priest. 





We understand that the Right Rev. Bishop 
Fenwick has just purchased three acres of 
land at the summit of Bunker Hill for a Bu- 
rial-Ground for Catholics. It is said to be 
one of the most delightful spots in Charles- 
town. 





Tuomas a Kempis, edited by Howard Malcom, 
and printed by Lincoln & Edmands, Boston, 
1829. 

The perversion, and suppression of the 
words and works of Heaven, have been, since 
the earliest notices of literature, the constant, 
and favourite, because self-interested. prac- 
tice of the enemies of Truth. 

Against this impious, soul-killing habit, the 
sons of God, the inspired penmen of His Ho- 
ly Church, directed the awful denunciations 
of divine vengeance. Unfortunately, for the 
children of this world, who preach forth them- 
selves, instead of a crucified God, and who 
follow the ever-varying dodtrines of men, in 
preference to the steady, and saving Tenets 
imparted to and transmitted by the Apostles, 
who, according to. their symbol of Faith, 
“believed in the Holy Catholic Church,” 
such abuse continues, and undoubtedly will 

God, shall have been revealed; until the 

Babylon of heresy with her namerous and 












bite J . Fill have infected not only. the 
serene ‘atmo: of: True Religion, but. of 
Almighty, will haye'been made up, and when 
all’ things -will have been consummateder 
When Divinity itt an incamate form came 
upon earth, and suspended, or reversed, for 
the fulfilment of his wise designs, the laws, of 
Nature; when in word and deed he display- 
ed the Omnipotence of a God in the cause of 
virtue and of Truth,. to. the. astonished and 
confounded Scribes, Sadducees and Phari- 
sees of old, they would not acknowledge Him 
for their Messiah, ‘because actuated by their 
carnal desires, and the pride of life, such an 
acknowledgement would be the death-warrant 
of their inordinate passions, and their sancti- 
monious power. In vain’ did he order mat- 
kind to “ hear the Church,” under the ever 
lasting penalty of being treated as.the Hea- 
then and. Publican—-So far were they; how- 
ever, from heariag His Church, or reapecting 
Him, that they persecuted him’ unto deatht 
The Pharisees. of modern times, (and, the 
same may be said of every preceding, peried 
up to the. Epoch of Redemption,) act upon the 
same principle, and alas! endeavour, either 
through the. malice of their hearts, the pride 
of Philosophism, or the grossness.of their amr. 
derstanding, to rob the Messiah of his’ Divi- 
nity, to falsify his word and to bring Himself 
and his Infallible Church into disrepute and 
contempt. .They have accordingly perverted: 
the Holy Scripture in so many places and in 
such important passages, that, it, would far 
transcend even a volume to specify thems 
Hence the Protestant Molinceus affirms of 
Caxvin’s translation, “ that Calvin ‘im: his 
Harmony” (Lucus a non Lucendo) “ makes 
the text of the Gospel to leap up. and down: 
he uses violence to the letter of the’ Gospel: 
and besides this, adds to the text,” For the 
commission of such a crime, see Apocalypse 
22nd chap. 19th, verse.,, Castalio,,anothér. 
heretic, reprehends Beza in a book wholly 
written against his corruptions of the Bible, 
which with all its imperfections is the fayour- 
ite standard of the. English Church, and states, 
‘‘ T will not note all his errors, for that would 
require too large a volume.”’—So true’ isit 
that a kingdom, divided against itself, canget 
stand, and that when a certain class of \peo- 
ple fall out, honest folks'are benefitted by it. 

No period of Church History furnishes*® 
view of such jarring, inconsistent and diver- 
sified doctrines, as the present, Is society, 
improved by them? Is vice diminished, or 
virtue promoted by them? By) mo mentis. 
Owing to the essential, characteristic: fickle’ 


’ * 6 DOTTIE: 
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ness of the Faith and morals of se 
which is cut off from the Great, the Uniform, 
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numerous, respectable and liberal congrega- 
tions are frequently found to become tired of 
their Pastors, from the novel and dangerous 
tendency of the Dectrine which they promulk- 
gate: and hence it is that an anti-catholic 
pastor, now-a-days, may not be unaptly called 
a Religious, or Political Proteus, who be- 
comes “all in all,” probably as much with 
the view of securing for himself and family, 
a competent salary, or call from his beloved 
congregation, as of promoting the honour of 
God, by contributing to the salvation of his 
spiritual charge. Many of those Pastors de- 
vise various expedients to gain what they 
term, “the one thing needful.” They have 
recourse to the publication of slanders and 
crue] misrepresentations of the Apostolic 
Church, as if she, who had been confirmed in 
all truth by the Holy Ghost, and with whom 
our Blessed Saviour promised to remaim even 
unto the consummation of the world, could have 
erred in Faith, or in Morals!! Incapable of 
acquiring a respectable name as Authors, or 
Preachers, they endeavor to send their names 
abroad by garbling, mutilating and perverting 
the works of Celebrated Catholic Writers, 
and thus insult not only the Genius and in- 
tention of the Original, but the Church of 
which those writers were enlightened mem- 
bers, and finally a respectable public at large. 
—Such hungry candidates for secondary 
fame, or rather such aspirants for notoriety 
strongly remind us, of Erostratus of old, 
whom God and Nature mercifully marked out 
for peaceable obscurity, yet who, actuated by 
a strong passion for immortality, fired the 
Temple of Diana at Ephesus, so that his 
name should descend to posterity with all its 
‘‘ damning fame” about it! This remark 
brings to our memory a promise, which we 
made some time ago, to notice an Edition of 
the excellent work, origimally written in La- 
tin by the Famous Thomas a Kempis; but at 
this enlightened period of time most shame- 
fully abused, deformed, edited and exposed 
for sale, by a certain individual of this good 
and intelligent city of Boston, Who calls him- 
self, Howard Malcom—Pastor of the Federal 
Street Baptist Church. Before we make a 
remark on the New Edition of this New Edi- 
tor, we shall observe that the most correct, 
and faithful Exe.isu Translation extant of 
the above valuable book thas come from the 
enlightened, pious and profound Dr. Ricnarp 
Cuattoner, Bishop of Debra, and Vicar 
Apostolic, London; and republished in this 
country by and with the authority of the late 
Right Rev. Bishop Carrol. 


Kempen, a little town in the diocess of Cullen, 
in the Higher G: y, was born about the 
year of our Lord 1380, of poor but honest and 
pious parents; by whom he was sent, when he 
was about thirteen years of age, to Daventry, 
the chief town of the province of Overyssel, in 
the Netherlands, where Gerardus Magnus, a 
devout priest, had not long before instituted 
a college of clergy, living in common, and 
opened a school for the training up of youth in 
virtue and learning. Here our Thomas was 
kindly received by Florentius, who was then 
president of that house, and by his help, and 
that of the other holy brethren, living there 
in common, for the space of about seven years, 
made great progress in human literature, but 
much greater in the fear and love of God, 
which is the science of the saints. At the end 
of this time, finding in himself a call to a 
stricter retirement, and to the consecrating 
himself wholly to God, in a religious state, 
he repaired toa monastery of the Canon re- 
gulars of the order of St. Augustine, lately 
founded at Mount St. Agnes, near the town 
Swollen, of which his brother John was then 
Prior. Here, after six years noviceship, as 
was then usual at that place, he made his pro- 
fession; and here he lived for above seventy 
years a- perfect pattern of all virtues. His 
whole discourse was of God, and of his hea- 
venly truths contained in the holy scripture. 
To all other things he seemed an utter stran- 
ger; and would be entirely silent when any 
one in his company offered to talk of them. 
He was always the first in Choir, and per- 
formed the canonical hours of the Divine Of- 
fice with his body erect, his heart and eyes 
so fixed on heavén, as if he seemed to be just 
ready to take ight to those sacred man- 
sions above. ‘waged a perpetual war with 
idleness; and was ever either praying, read- 
ing, writing, or employed in some work for 
the common good: and in such exercises as 
these he most frequently employed the whole 
time, from the nadnight office till the morn- 
ing. He preached often, and with such unc- 
tion and fervour, as drew many from all parts 
to hear him. His conversation was so in- 
structive and edifying,that no one ever came to 
him, who did not find himself improved by his 
discourse. He had a particular talent in com- 
forting the afflicted, and those who were un- 
der temptations. His love of solitude, and of 
books of piety, was such, as to have often in 
his mouth this sentence, which he also used to 
write as his motte upon his books: I have 
sought for rest in all. things, but could find ut 
no where but in corners, and in books. It of- 
ten happened to him, when he was in compa- 
ny to feel an inward invitation to a private 
conversation with God; upon which occasions 
he would modestly beg leave to retire, say- 
ing, that one wanted him if his cell, He 
was twice sub-prior of the house, and once 
procurator, or steward; but this latter kind of 
office being less agreeable with his inclina- 
tions to solitude and recollection, he obtained 
leave to be discharged from it. He passed 
from this life to a better, on the twenty-fifth 
of July, 1741, in the ninety-second year of his 
age. His works have been published in La- 


The following is an abstract of the Life of|/i#, in three tomes, at Antwerp, anno 1615, 


Thomas a Kempis, according to that approv- 
ed edition,  ° 
THomass HamMerken, surtfamed 1 Kem- 


and at Douay, anno, 1635,. In the first tome, 


are contained thirty S to the Novices, 
-five Sermons to the Religious. In the 
second tome, are the four books of the follow- 





pis, from the place of his-birth, which was 





ing of Cunisr; the: Soliloquy of 


many other devout Lfat — the third tome: 
are contained, the Lafe Virgin Li-. 
dewiges; the ics oh Cosardon Magnus 
Florentius his successor, and of their Dise 
les. ee 
As for these Books of the following 
Curist, it is needless to offer any thine 
way of eulogium, or commendation of. them;. 
They have been already, for these two hun- - 
dred years and upwards, in the hands of all 
the world, translated into almost all ‘Jan- 
guages, and received with universal applause» 
by people of all denominations. In this new 
translation we have used our best endeavourg 
to present our author tothe English reader in 
his native simplicity, which speaks more pow= 
erfully to the heart than ‘the most elaborate 
compositions of human eloquence. And we 
have been faithful to a nicety in rendering 
every where what we judged to be his true 
meaning, without adding or retrenching any 
thing. We shall add nothing more, but that 
it is our hearty prayer, that the same spitit 
which directed our Author in the composition 
of this heavenly book, would direct both ug 
and our readers to understand and put in ex- 
ecution its excellent precepts. Amen. 


The Parson, we are sorry, has committed 
a sad mistake in calling His Edition, The 
Imitation of Christ, in Three Books, by 
Thomas a Kempis. Pray, Mr. Parson, did 
not the work originally consist of Four Books? 
Why did you not insert the Fouth? What 
would the world think of a man in the Court 
of Equity, from whom the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth was expect- 
ed? Is not “ suppresswo veri, edictio falsi,” a 
maxim in Law and Morals? Why were you 
guilty of it? Did you not know that the 
Fourth Book was as intimately connected 
with the three perverted Books which you 
have brought into the market, as the second 
is with the first, or the third with the second? 
We shall tell you, or rather the intelligent, 
inquiring and respectable portion of your con- 
gregation, the cause of this omission, before 
we close our comments upon your edition. 
The Parson thus commences his Preface— 
“Tue Curistian’s Pattern, by Thomasa 
Kempis, has for more than three hundred 
years been esteemed one of the best practical 
religious books in existence, not only in the 
original Latin, but in every European lan- 
guage, and has gone through repeated edi- 
tions.” Allow us, Sir, to'ask you in the first 
place, the Latin words of The Christian’s 
Pattern? Are they De imitatione Christi? 
If you are at all acquainted with the Latin, 
you must answer in the negative. What are 
they then? We shall inform you, for proba- 
bly you have forgotten, if you ever did know 
the Latin language—Ezemplar Christiani! 
Now did Thomas a Kempis ever write a book 
with such a Title? And yet you gravely as- 
sert that such @ book has for more than three 
hundred years been one of the best practical 
books in existence! A hard saying this, and” 
for the 


Soul, and| who can bear it? Yet’ we thank you for 
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: , and wish to know, en passant, 
what class of Christians has been in the ha- 
bit of reading and recommending it for so 
jong atime? Is’ it yours, Sir? or any other 
Protestant denomination ? 

The Pastor speaks of Purgatory; yes and 
eondemns’it no doubt as a Popish, monkish 
institution! Has he ever read the Sixth book 
of Virgil, or the Odyssey of Homer? He will 
certainly find a translation of them in the 
principal bookstores of this city, and wé' ear- 
nestly request him to read it. 
hand, assure him, that even the Pagans from 
the reasonableness of sich a doctrine believed 
in a third state of existence, ina very Purga- 
tory. Let him not suppose that because these 
celebrated poets introduced a Purgatory into 
their writings, that the fact proves nothing— 
Itdoes prove much—It shews the opinions, 
orthe belief of the age in which they lived, 
fully as much asthe introduction of the Ghost 
in Hamer, by the great Shakspeare shews 
the opinion, or the faith of the English people, 
or, if you will, of the Danish people in rela- 
tion to Purgatory. Sir, we shall refresh your 
memory, concerning the passage, and we take 
the liberty of remarking, that in so doing, we 
render You a service—The Ghost addresses 
the young, yet prudent Hamlet in the follow- 


ing words— 


‘Tam thy father’s spirit; 
Doomed for a certain term to walk the night, 
And for the day, confined to fast in fire, 

_ Till the foul crimes, done in my days of nature 
Are burned and purged away.”’ 

Are not various grades of crime visited in 
Society by proportionate degrees of punish- 
ment? Otherwise, why have we a house of 
Correction, a jail, a penitentiary and a gib- 
bet? Shall man in his justice graduate the 
penalty according to the offence, and shall 
such a privilege be denied by Heresy, which 
is only three centuries old, to the wisdom, jus- 
tice and mercy of the Almighty? Would He 
involye a child for stealing a cent from his fa- 
ther, and the unnatural son for murdering his 
own parents, in the same eternal damnation? 
Fie upon such impiety! 
page 69, 22nd chapter of his mutilated edi- 
tion (it is page 47, 24th chap. according to 
the faithful Edition) says, that there is a true 
Purgatory even upon earth, for he asserts in 
the second paragraph that, “the patient man 
hath in this world a true and salubrious pur- 


gatory.”’ 


In the correct translation, that passage runs 
thus—“ A patient man hath a great and whole- 
tome purgatory.”” Why did Mr. Malcom in- 
ftoduce the. words “in this world?”’.. Why. 
lid he substitute the word “true,” (to which, 
imits proper place, a Catholic never had:the’ 
it objection) for “‘ great.” Th 
tal Latin runs thue— Habet magnum et 






We can, before- 


But the Pastor, 


which correspond to his expression “ in this 
world.” 
What a pitiful subterfuge! What a perver- 
sion! What inaccuracy! and yet, strange in- 
consistency of the man! he gravely assures 
us, (and is it not assurance?) that ‘ the pre- 
sent edition is a reprint from Payne, collated 
with an ancient Latin copy, and is no further 
abridged than by omitting the exclusive sen- 
timents of a Catholic recluse,” (see Preface 
page 9, in page 7, he calls him “ a popish 
monk,’’) ‘‘ and some occasional redundances 
of style. The language, whenever it seemed 
susceptible of improvement either as to ele- 
gance, or brevity, has been modernised”!!! 

Oh! how important is knowledge, and es- 
pecially a good memory! 

“ He felt himself at full liberty to expunge, 
but not authorized to add, or alter!” 

Oh! how this world is given to—vanity! 
But, Mr. Malcom, as we are on the subject 
of “a true and salubrious purgatory,” we 


such distinguished men, ‘as Homer, Virgil, 
and Shakspeare, wave the nature of civil in- 


appeal to.a tribunal which is superior, but not 
contrary to reason—We shall take you, no- 
lens, volens, before the authority of Revelation, 
and first shall ask you where you. got the 
word “ salubrious.”—Did you ever take a 
furtive glance at the 43rd verse, 12th chapter 
of the second book of Maccabees, and therein 
read, that it is “a holy and salutary thought 
to pray for the dead that they may be loosed 
from their sins?” Do not presume to say that 
you reject the Book as Apocryphal. By what 
right, or authority can you do so? . Does the 
book itself say that it is so? Where is the 
internal evidence of the fact? Heresy in its 
impious abuse of the Bible, which the True 
church, confirmed in all truth, alone keeps in- 
violate and pure, had the audacious policy, 
or to use your own words “ felt” itself “ at 
full liberty, to expunge”’ that portion of Holy 
Writ. The Jews even still revere it, and 
pray for the dead that they may be loosed from 
their sins; so did, so does, and so ever will the 
Spouse of Christ until the end of the world. 
Is suchia holy and wholesome practice then 
the exclusive sentiment of a popish monk ? 
Must the respectability of Boston be thus in- 
sulted by the false assertions of a Pastoral 


cal sensibility, for such you profess to possess, 





a 


purgatorium patiens homo, &c.”—We defy him| knowledge, of a ‘scrupulous ear.” There 
to point out any latin words in the original,| are many, however, we doubt not, who en- 


deavor to transfer their scruples from the con- 
seience to the ear, yea, get rid of them alto- 
gether, until the season, which tries men’s 
souls, has arrived. 

So you scrupled to offend the ears of Pro- 
testants, and impudently attacked. and insult- 
ed the Catholic-World! We shall not say, 
what a transformed angel of light you must 
be! The truth is, that had you given a full 
and faithful translation (provided your attain- 
ments were adequate to it) you were convine- 
ed that it would not sell among the Protest- 
ants, for whose money, we shall not say, but 
for whose ears, or eyes as you profess, you af- 
fect so scrupulous a regard. Look-at the 
31st and 32nd verse, 12th chapter of St#Mat- 
thew, and you will find, if you are acquainted 
with the principles of Deduction, another 
proof of “true and salubrious Purgatory” — 
“ Therefore,” says our Divine Saviour, “I 
say to you: Every sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven men; but the blasphemy against the 


shall, if you choose, abandon the authority of| Spirit shall not be forgiven. And whosoever 


shall speak a word against the Son of Man, 
it shall be forgiven him: but he that shall 


stitutions, and proofs from reason, and shall speak against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be 


forgiven him either in this world, or in the 
world to come.” | 

Now, Sir, how strong is the inference that 
some sins may be forgiven in the world to 
come! Is it not in the world to come that all 
pardonable offences against God are truly 
forgiven? Does not your Bible tell you, that 
nothing defiled can enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven? Is not.sin a defilement?. Must it 
not therefore, if it be not perfectly washed 
away by good works, by contrition, &c, here 
below, be expiated somewhere? Out of Hell 
there is no redemption, therefore, there must 
be a middle state, which you may well ‘call 
“a true and salubrious purgatory.” Please 
to give yourself the trouble of examining from 
the 13th to the 15th verse, inclusively, 3rd 
chapter of the first Epistle of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, and we defy you, or any Pro- 
testant living to give any rational explanation 
of the three verses, without admitting Purga- 
tory. The 15th verse reads thus—“ If any 
man’s works burn, he shall suffer loss: but he 
himself shall be saved, yet so as by fre.” Now, 
Sir, to save you the trouble and-at the same 
time the shame of asking information from a 
Classical Scholar, we will at once’tell you, 


editor? Shame upon your erudite and bibli-|that the word Purgatory comes from Purgo, 


which signifies to cleanse, or to purify, ‘and 


whereas you declare in your elaborate Pre-|that Purgo itself, is radically derived’ from 
face, page 9, that you “retained no senti-|two Greek words, Mog fire, and wy#-to lead, 
ment; which it was thought could ‘offend the | draw, or actupon. Compare then,’ Mr. Mial- 
most scrupulous Protestant ear.” A.scrupu-|com, the etymological signification of Pirgo 
lous ear! We have often heard and read of with the saving power of fire to whith St: Paul 
& scrupulous conscience, but: nevety to our| alludes, and you must; seknowtedge’ froin ‘its 
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resemblance and the natural explanation of 
the passage; that “the patient man hath a 
true and. salubrious purgatory.”” We shall 
not refer you to’ the writings of the great 
Tertullian, who says, “we make anniversary 
oblations for the dead,” &c.; nor to the Work 
ef the Illustrious St: Augustine, entitled De 
Cura de Mortuis; wherein he states—“ neither 
is it to be denied that the souls of the dead 
are eased by the piety of their living friends,” 
(good works even here are recommended) 
‘‘ when the sacrifice of the Mediator is offer- 
ed for them.” In the same work he thus 
writes—“ We: read in the books of the Ma- 
chabees of sacrifice being offered for the dead, 
and although, we were not to read of any such 
thing in the Old Seripture, yet the Authori- 
ty ofthe Universal Church” (mind this, Mr. 
Editor,) “which is evidently for this prac- 
tice, is of no small weight, where, in the pray- 
ers, which the Priest pours forth to God at 
the Altar, the recommendation of the dead 
hath its place.”” What a pity that St. Au- 
gustine should so express himself, and so dis- 
tinetly allude to Priest, Altar and Sacrifice, 
or Mass! 

We shall not carry you so far back as the 
eelebrated St. John Chrysostom, (he wrote 
in Greek) who observes—“ It was not rashly 
decreed by the Apostles, that in the dread mys- 
teries” (another name for the word Mass) 
“‘ commemoration should be made for’ the 
dead.””. You may, Sir, if you have leisure, 
consult his Sixty-ninth Homily to the people 
ef Antioch. We shall merely remind you 
that the meek and tolerant Calvin himself owns 
in Lib. 3. chap. 5, sect. 10. of his Institutes, 
that praying for the dead had been a con- 
stant practice in the Universal Church for 
upwards of Thirteen hundred years before 
his time! What a pity that the world had 
been so long foolish, depraved and idola- 
trous, before Mr. Calvin, who was “ another 
Daniel come to judgment!’”’—You continue 
—‘ Because, however, the author, a popish 
monk, intermingled his thoughts of Purga- 
tory, Good Works, Penance, Saints, Celiba- 
ey, a recluse life, &c. in almost every chap- 
ter, the work has been justly denied a ge- 
neral circulation among Protestants.” Pray, 
Mr. Malcom, why did you prefix to your mu- 
iilated editiop, a frontispiece.in which the 
Popish Monk wears the costume of his Order? 
Why does a Catholic Cross also appear in 
the picture? Were you not afraid that your 
congregation should accuse you of idolatry, 
or, which, with the ignorant, you know, is 
the same thing, the horrid crime of Catholi- 
city? _Do.you not, by the very act, show 
your inconsistency? Are you not “justly”: 
apprehensive that your congregation will 
tive evidence of your partiality for Popery, 


and: that, as said frontispiece exhibits such 
pretended: mummery, nay every manifesta- 
tiom of “ good works, Penance, Saints, Celi- 
bacy and a recluse life,” the Boston edition 
may not be “justly denied a general circula- 
tion among Protestants.” i ft 
Now the question is, whether the remark, 
“ Quem deus vult perdere. prius dementat,”’ 
(which for your sake we shall translate, 
whom God intends to ruin, he first deprives of 
sense,) be applied to you? Can you believe 
in-the revelation of Scripture? Do you pre- 
sume to impose upon a respectable, intelli- 
gent and Christian congregation, as a Pastor 
(by the bye your Bible may inform you, that 
there are several kinds of Pastors) and deny 
the importance of good works? What would 
become of the soul and of society without them? 
What says the Scripture? ‘‘ Asthe body with- 
out the spirit is dead; so also faith without works 
is dead.” St. James, chap. 2. v. 26. “‘ Break 
your bread to the needy: bring the harbour- 
less into your houses; when you see.the nak- 
ked, cover him, and despise not your own 
flesh—And this is the reward; then shall your 
light break forth like the morning, and the 
glory of God shall encompass you,””—TIsaiah 
157. 7.—* He that hath the substance of this 
world and shall see his brother in need, and 
shall shut his bowels against him, how does 
the love of God abide in-him?” ‘ My little 
children, let us not love in word, and with our 
tongue, but in deed and in truth.” 1st Ep. St. 
John. 3. 17.— To every one that does good, 
honour and glory.” Rom. 2.10. “ Forgive 
and you shall be forgiven.” St. Luke, chap. 
6. ‘Pray for one another that you may be 
saved.” St. James, chap. v. “Let us do 
good to all; chiefly to those that are of the 
same faith.” Gal. 6. 10. (We would here ask, 
was St. Paul of the Baptist, or any other Pro- 
testant faith?) ‘ Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, and receive the kingdom prepared 
for you from the. beginning of the world, be- 
cause, when I was hungry you gave me to 
eat; when I was thirsty you gave me to drink,” 
&c. St. Matth. 25. What will Mr. Howard 
Malcom, Pastor of the Federal Street Bap- 
tist Church, Boston, in the nineteenth cen- 
tury say to all this? Will he have the im- 
piety to declare, that this is the invention of 
a Popish Monk, and therefore to be rejected? 
Had not the said Popish Monk sufficient au- 
thority to “intermingle thoughts” of such 
weighty importance “ in almost every chap- 
ter.” Yes, and such thoughts of Catholic, 
venerable and adorable authority!’ Ah! Mr. 
Pastor, we tremble for your orthodoxy, and’ 
hope, however averse your Preface obliges’ 
us to: believe you are to charity; that your 
congregation will not in thé overflow of their’ 





their society, for preaching the doctrines of 


honest, religious ‘indignation expél you fromij . 


men, and for such strong, presumptive, we: will: 
not add, posiwe, proofs of infidelity. Blessed. 
effeets of such doctrine! Happy trunipeter 
of Martin Luther, who. declares. that geod 
works so far from being beneficial, are injuring 
to salvation!! | 
Our pseudo-sapient Editor has also muti. 
lated the original on the subject of Penaiee! 
because, forsooth, that doctrine was. the 
thought of a popish monk!—Pray, sir, arevyou 
a Baptist? We are induced to suppose that 
you are, as you call yourself, Pastor of the 
Federal Street Baptist Church, Boston, 
Now, do you follow, and practise the Dog 
trine of St. John the Baptist? Is he not your 
supposed founder and father? What does he 
say in relation to Penance? What did he 
preach? ‘ Do penance,’ . (“‘ poenitentiam 
agite,”’) for the “ kingdom of heaven isiat 
hand”! What does Christ himself declare? 
Unless you shall do penance, (Luke 13. 5.) 
you shall all likewise perish? What does 
the Almighty advance concerning this impor 
tant point of Doctrine, according to Ezekiel 
18.21.? “ But if the wicked do penance for all 
his sins, which he hath committed, and keep 
all my commandments, and do judgment and 
justice; living he shall live, and shall not die,” 
(We here request our Protestant friends and 
readers to consult the original, or the Greek, 
or Latin Vulgate, or the Douay, or Rhemish, 
and not the spurious, English reformation- 
editions.of the Bible, on this subject.) What 
does Mr. Malcom say to this? How can 
he, Baptist as he would feign make us be- 
lieve that he is, oppose the doctrine of the 
greatest among the sons of men? How can he 
resist the command of Christ and of God* 





* Metavose, Metanoia—Meravours, Metanoeite, 
signify penance, do penance; or repentance and 
o> enw accompanied by appropriate works. 

enee our Blessed Saviour points out sa 

cloth and ashes not only as an external indica- 
tion of the state of the soul, but also as the 
necessity of performing penitential works. 
“ Wo to thee, Corozain! Wo to thee, 
Bethsaida! For, if in Tyre and Sidon 
had been wrought the miracles that have 
been wrought in you, they had long ago done 
penance, (or repented) in sack-cloth and ash- 
es,” Hence by a Rhetorical Figure, the 
expression, sack-cloth and ashes, means 
bodily mortification joined to sorrow for sin. 
Holy Writ abounds with passages on. the 
importance, of such repentance; we shall 
on the present occasion content ourselves 
with another quotation to that effect. It_is 
taken from Psalm 101st, of the Royal Pe- 
nitent, who was afterwards styled, “ the 
Man after God’s own heart.” “1 ‘am-smit- 
ten as grass, and my, heart is witheredy 
because, I forgot to eat my bread.” Here 
wé perceive that fasting was joined to repenl- 
ance. ‘“T have watched, and am become 38 
@ ‘sparrow on the house-top.”? © Here’ 

Prophet, as a punishment fot his former 





sins, mortified his body, by depriving hims 
of sleep. “@T did a ‘ashes Fike bread, 
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Your scrupulous ears, and, of course, your 
-wtupulous heart, must be offended at finding 
tat. Thomas a Kempis dwells 80 much upon 
the-necessity of Christians reading and con- 
forming unto the lives of the Saints, and of 
invoking their prayers. Amiable sensibility! 
Most disinterested piety and philanthropy! 
So, sir, in the spirit of Gospel-love, you felt 
yourself at full liberty to mangle the Imitation 
of Christ, for this reason also! Allow us to 
ask you, sir, what was Luther’s opinion on 
this “ idolatrous” subject—‘ who can deny 
that God works great miracles at the tombs 
of the Saints? I, therefore, with the whole 
Catholic Church, hold that the Saints are’ to 
be honoured and invocated by us.”* In his 
digections to dying persons, he says, ‘“ ‘Let 
none omit to call upon the Blessed Virgin, 
and the Angels and Saints, that they may in- 
tercede with God for them at that instant.’’+ 
Did not Jacob ask and receive the blessing 
of the Angel, with whom he mystically wres- 
tled? Did not Jacob invoke his own Guard- 
ian Angel to bless Joseph’s sons? Is not the 
following recorded in the 8th v. 5th chap. of 
the Apocalypse? And when he had opened 
the book, the four living creatures, and the 
four and twenty ancients, fell down before 
the Lamb, having every one of them harps, 
and golden vials full of odours, which are the 
prayers of the Saints.” And again, verse 3, 
chap. 8. ‘‘ And another Angel came and stood 
before the Altar, having a golden censer, and 
there was given to him much incense, that he 
should offer of the prayers of all the Saints 
upon the golden Altar, which is before the 
throne of God.” We introduce the Angels on 
this‘occasion, for, the Saints in the resurrec- 
tion are as the Angels of God in heaven. 
Matt, c. 22, v.30. What says Mr. Malcom 
to. this? Did not the Almighty hear the 
prayer of Job, when he would not listen to 
the supplication of Eliphaz, Bildad, or Zo- 
phar? If a pious man in the present state of 
probation can command the ear and the heart 
of God in behalf of his fellow-man, can it be 
supposed that he will be less powerful, or less 
insensible to virtue, or vice, when he will 
have become all in all with God, and have 
seen him face to face? How can Mr. Mal- 
com, unless he admits a consciousness, on 
the part of the Saints, of what is going on 


mingled my drink with weeping.” Thus he 
Was not only sorry for sin, or, according to 
the Protestant version, he repented, but he 
wept for his sins, he fasted for ‘his sins, he 
watched for his sins, he eat ashes ‘like bread 
for his sins, In: other words, he did. more 
than. repent; he did penance. 

When we come to speak of Penance as a 
Yacrament, we shall more fully, ae eee 
tisfactorily explain its properties and n A 








ee 





is moré joy in heaven upon one sinner doing 
penance’ than tfion ninety-nine just.” Can 
his philosophy, or orthodoxy, inform us how 
God ‘is liable to an increase, or diminution of 
joy? This, however, he must prove, to do 
away the necessity of admitting such a con- 
sciousness, and such a gradation of joy, in 
the Saints made perfect. We would ask him 
to explain the 9th verse, 16th chap. of St. 
Luke, which runs thus—“ And I say to you, 
make unto you friends of the-mammon of ini- 
quity, that when you shall fail, they may re- 
ceive you into everlasting dwellings.” Pray, 
sir, who are those powerful friends? The 
pious poor here below, who in another order 
of existence will be exalted and enthroned. 
Does not our Blessed Saviour suppose that 
those “ friends”. will leave this world before 
the rich who are thus commanded to cultivate 
their friendship with the mammion of iniquity? 
And how can they receive them into ever- 
lasting dwellings, unless by interceding with 
God, for those who are on-earth, or in a mid- 
dle state of existence? We leave you, sir, 
to draw the consequence. Did not Abra- 
ham, when he was in the region of bliss, hear 
and expostulate with the rich man: in hell? 
If the cognizance of the Saints extends even 
into hell, and that they are-acquainted with 
the biography and the cause of the damnation 
of the reprobate, why will Mr. Malcom pre- 
sume to treat as monkish, that cognizance 
which must comprehend the conduct and cha- 
racter of the members. of the church militant 
upon earth? He runs down Celibacy, also, 
as another exclusive, monkish, and, of course, 
unscriptural sentiment? Was St. John the 
Baptist ever married? Was our adorable 
Saviour? Was the great St. Paul? How 
many of the Apostles were married? We 
defy you to prove that any one of them, after 
his call to the Ministry, took a mate meet for 
him. Did not the Prince’ of the Apostles, 
and did:not they, renounce all and follow Je- 
sus? Will you have the temerity to advance 
that he, or any other Apostle, who before then 
had been married, continued with his lawful, 
wedded wife, or other woman? What says 
St. Paul?” I chastise my body, and bring it 
into subjection: lest perhapsewhen I have 
preachedito others, I myselfshould become a 
cast-away. 1 Cor. chap. 9. v.27. “ But I 
would have you to be without solicitude. He 
that is without a wife, is solicitous for the 
things that belong to: the Lord, how he may 
please God. But he that is with a wife, is so- 
licitous for the things of the world, how he 
may please his wife, and he is divided:» 1 Cor. 


officio, from the world? Will you, therefore, 





\* Vide. In Purg “quorund. Artic. Tom. | F. Wire 


tem, Edit. 


Preparat.:ad mortem. 


upon earth; possiblyexplain thistext? “(There ;monial weakness of the protesting clergy, to 


a pardonable, and partial idolatry of the fair 
sex? For shame,,sir, why, fight, under, false 
colours?. Ifthe good of religion, (which.ze- 
member we do not gainsay;) was your objeet 
in becoming “a Pastor,” why did you not act 
upon the. principle. of St. Paul, of all: the 
Apostles, of their successors, and,.of Christ 
the head and founder of the Chureh? You 
condemn “ a recluse life,” and therefore ex- 
punge such passages in Thomas.a Kempis, as 
directly praise and recommend it!.. Did not 
John the Baptist lead, a recluse life? Did 
not our Saviour? Did notthe Apostles them- 
selves, unless, whenever their important func- 
tions required them to appear im public? 
Did not the great Judith in the old law, love 
retirement, seclusion, and. prayer?‘ Did not 
the most illustrious Saints and Scholars of the 
world, live and die in retirement?. What 
would the present world have knowa, had it 
not been for the celibacy and recluse lives of 
these monks, priests, servants and favourites 
of heaven? Yes, Sir, it was and ever must 
be the constant study of every successful 
candidate for heaven in the true church to 
regulate his conduct according to the maxims 
of his Saviour—What doth it profit a man if he 
were to gain the whole world but loose his 
The kingdom. of heaven suffereth 
Love 


own soul? 
violence, and the violent bear it away. 
not the world. 

It is the voice of the Universal Church, 
therefore, and not the exclusive sentiment of a 
Catholic recluse, which directs us to aspire to 
heaven, to guard against hell and even purga- 
tory, to perform good works, to do penance, to 
imitate the Saints, to prefer celibacy which she 
requires from her clergy, while of course she 
allows the laity to exercise their freedom 
consistently with the laws of God. But why, 
Sir, did you with one fell swoop destroy the 
Fourth Book of that valuable work? Be- 
cause you saw in it glaring, and most offeaswe 
proofs of the Rear Presence and of Valid Or- 
dination by a Bishop!! Yes, you read in it 
numerous proofs, practices and sentiments of 
the unvarying Church of God, and to gratify 
several of your congregation, who will un- 
doubtedly read this hasty critique on your 
Preface (and it may be said on your distorted, 
perverted and unwarrantable edition of the 
work) wé shall select the Fifth Chapter of 
that Fourth Book—We shall then leave the 
intelligent, reflecting and réspectable portion 
of your congregation, and of the liberal, well 
disposed people of Boston in general, to judge 
of your motives, and to collate your garbled, 
would-be translation of the Work with the 


chap:.7. v. 32,33. What sayest thow to that, | faithful version above recommended. : 
‘Mr. Malcom? Is not a priest set apart, ex- 


Boox IV. Cuarrer V.=Of the’ Dignity of 
the Sacrament, and of the Priestly ts 





by way of self-exculpation, impute the matri+ 


1, Christ. If thou hadst the purity of ai 
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Angel, and the sanctity of St. John the Bap- 
tist, thou wouldst not be worthy to receive, or 
handle this Sacrament. For this is not due 
to any merits of men, that a man should con- 
-secrate and handle the Sacrament of Christ, 
and receive for his food the bread of Angels. 
Great is this mystery, and great the dignity 
of priests, to whom that is.given which is not 
granted to Angels. For priests alone, right- 
iy ordained in the Church, have power to ce- 
lebrate and to consecrate the body of Christ. 
The priest indeed is the minister of God, 
using the word of God, and by the command 
and institution of God: but God himself is 
there the principal author and invisible work- 
er, towhom is subject all that he wills, and 
to whose command every thing is obedient. 

2. Thou must therefore give more credit 

to an Omnipotent God, in every thing relat- 
ing to this most excellent Sacrament, than to 
thy own sense, or any visible sign. And 
therefore thou art to approach to this work 
with fear and reverence. ‘lake heed to thy- 
self, and see what kind of ministry has been 
delivered to thee by the imposition of the bi- 
shop’s hands. Lo! thou art made a priest, 
and art consecrated to say Mass. See now 
that in due time thou faithfully and devoutly 
offer up sacrifice to God, and that thou behave 
thyself in such manner as to be without re- 
proof. Thou hast not lightened thy burden, 
but art now bound with a stricter band of dis- 
cipline, and art obliged to a greater perfection 
of sanctity. A priest ought to be adorned 
with all virtues, and to give example of a good 
life to others. His conversation should not 
be with the vulgar and common ways of men, 
but with the Angels in Heaven, or with per- 
fect men upon earth. 

3. A priest, clad in his sacred vestments, is 
Christ’s vicegerent, to pray to God for him- 
self and for all the people, in a suppliant and 
humble manner. He has before him and be- 
hind him the sign of the Cross of the Lord, 
that he may always remember the passion of 
Christ. e bears the Cross before him, in 
his vestment, that he may diligently behold the 
footsteps of Christ, and fervently endeavour to 
follow them. He is marked with the cross 
behind, that he may mildly suffer, for God’s 
sake, whatsoever adversities shall befall him 
from others. He wears the cross before him 
that he may bewail his own sins; and behind 
him, that through compassion, he may lament 
the sins of others, and know that he is placed, 
as it,were, mediator betwixt God and the sin- 
ner. Neither ought he to cease from prayer 
and the holy oblation, till he be favoured with 
the grace and mercy which he implores. 
When a priest celebrates, he honours God, he 
rejoices the angels, he edifies the Church, he 
helps the living, he obtains rest for the dead, 
and makes himself partaker of all that is good. 


‘We shall take our leave of Mr. Malcom, 
for the present, and would request him, should 
he ever again take up the notion of editing a 
Catholic work, to acquire a previous ac- 
quaintance with the principles and practice 
of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church, not to assert that the tenets and sen- 
timents of that aged, enlightened, and vener- 
able Mother, are the tenets and “ exclusive |‘ n may 
sentiments of a Catholic recluse,” or “a in relation to other Denominations of 


popish monk,” and not to condemn until he 


has read more, and become versed in charity. 
We would beg of him not tobe so averse in 
thought, word, or deed, in private, or in pub- 
lic, to “‘ purgatory, good works, penance, and 
the saints,” &c. for we remember to have read 
of a certain individual (not that we, by any 
means, intend to draw a comparison between 
him and that individual, although their names 
are somewhat similar) who, from inattention to, 
or aversion from, such salutary doctrine, thus 
expresses himself in the 4th Act, 3d Scene, 
of Macsetu:— 


Mal. With this, there grows, 

In my most ill-eompos’d affection, such 

A staunchless avarice, that, were I king, 

I should cut off the nobles for their lands; 

Desire his jewels, and this other’s house: 

And my more-having would be as a sauce 

To make me hunger more; that I should forge 
Quarrels unjust against the good, and loyal, 
Destroying them for wealth. 

Mal. But I have none: The king-becoming graces, 
As justice, verity, temperance, stableness, 

Bounty, perseverance, mercy, lowliness, 

Devotion, patience, courage, fortitude, 

I have no relish of them; but abound 

In the division of each several crime, 

Acting it many ways. Nay, had I power, I should 
Pour the sweet milk of concord into hell, 

Uproar the universal peace, confound 

All unity on earth. 
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its parts. 


portionably injure the circulation of the work 


best information on every subject. 


had it in their-power to give him the best. 


his Almanac, and which is taken from th 
Journal of the American Education Society 








The American Almanac and Repository of Use- 
ful Knowledge for the year 1830, Boston, 


considerably from their value and merit; it; which they profess. 
must diminish also the confidence of the pub-| reign throughout this well conducted Institue 
lic in relation to the other matters, and pro-| tion, and the community enjoy, at all times, 


We are far from imputing to him any inten- 
tional error, or omission—we feel satisfied on 
the contrary, that his desire was to collect the | in the same Institution. 
We are 
only sorry that he did not apply for it, in re- 
lation to some matters, to those Who alone 


We have been led to these remarks, by 
observing the Table of Colleges in the Unit- 
ed States, as exhibited by him in page 226 of} cess, the 


that matter to be investigated by others, ang 
shall assert only, on our part, that the num 
ber of Roman Catholic Colleges, and of 
man Catholic Theological Seminaries ig’ 
from being complete in the tables presented, 
The Compiler has in fact made mention bit 
of one, viz. of St. Mary’s College in Balti- 
more. We shall endeavor to supply a por. 
tion of the omission. 

The first is the neglect to mention the Ro. 
man Catholic College in Georgetown, D. €, 
which is and has been for a considerable 
time, under the direction of the deserved] 
celebrated Society of Jesus. This beautiful 
establishment was, by an Act of Congress, 
May, 1815, raised to the rank of an Univer 
sity; and, if an estimate may be formed of its 
worth, by the number and learning of its Pro 
fessors in the various departments of science: 
the number of the languages which are taught 
in it, as well ancient as modern, and the'§o- 
lidity of its general course of instruction, we 
feel no hesitation in saying, that it holdsa 
high and distinguished place among the learn 
ed institutions of this country. Its library is 
extensive, perhaps inferior to few, even of 
those establishments which are under the im 
mediate patronage of the State Governments, 
and the facilities which it offers to the aspir- 
ant in the attainment of any particular branch 
of knowledge, to which the natural bent of 
his genius or future prospects in life may lead 
him, are surpassed by none. © Surely a Col 
lege commanding such resources, and which 
has given also some of our best and most 
distinguished Statesmen, and most intelligent 
and useful members of Society, merited to 


The above work has just issued from the| have some notice taken of it in the table of 
Press, and is now for sale in this city. It 
contains certainly much valuable information, 
and the reader will be both instructed and 
entertained by the perusal of its pages. Con- 
siderable pains have undoubtedly been taken|town, Kentucky. This College was also incor- 
with many of its articles, some of which are! porated by an Act of the Legislature of Ken- 
highly interesting and important; but we re-|tucky, in the year 1823, by which the Faculty 
gret extremely that the same have not been| are authorized to confer Academical Degrees, 
bestowed upon all; for, we have long desired| The buildings are elegant and Crt: J 
to see a work of this kind before the public, |spacious for the accommodation of two hun 

which should be perfect and complete in all| red boarders. 


| : 
the American Almanac. 


The next Catholic College which we look- 
ed for i vain in this Repository of Useful 
Knowledge, is St. Joseph’s College, in Bards- 





The Philosophical Apparatus 


Accuracy is all important in com-| for the performance of experiments in ‘Che 
pilations of this nature; and whenever a no-| mistry, Electricity, &c. is one of the best and 
table defect, or omission is discovered in any | most complete in the Western country, The 
of the articles where the Compiler undertakes | Professors of the College are all eminently 
to present them as complete, it must detract | qualified to teach the respective branches 


Order and harmony 


.| almost uninterrupted good health. One hund- 
‘red and fifty Students are at this present 
time progressing in their collegiate course, 
Surely this also de- 
served to have some notice taken of it in the 
table of the American Almanac. 

The next Catholic College which we look- 
ed for in vain, is that of St. Louis, im the 
State of Missouri, which was founded about 
ten years ago, by the first Bishop of that Dio- 
ight Rev. Wm. Dubourg; and 
e| which is, in like manner, provided with th 
;| best Professors, and at the present day, 18 2 


and that of the Theological Seminaries, in| the full tide of successful operation, with @ 
page 228, copied from the same Journal.—| library consisting of the choicest ¢ollection of 


ow far the information, afforded by the|books, and every thing which is calculated to 
above mentioned Society, may be complete’ 


ract scholars, to merit respect an Pin 


hris-| durability. Should not such an ‘Instit ti 
tians, we have neither the leisure, nor the in-/ likewise deserve a place in the table 
clination, now to examine—we shall leave . 
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American Almanac? 
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op» And as for Religious Establishments—to 
Jenumerate all the Roman Catholic Theologi- 
eal Seminaries which the Compiler has omit- 
ted in his table, page 228, would, we fear, 
carry us too far, especially were we to dilate, 
aswe should, upon the respective merits of 
each. We shall, therefore, advert to the 
principal ones only, and shall begin with men- 
tioning St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore. 

This Institution is the oldest Catholic Es- 
tablishment of its kind in the United States 
of America. It was founded by the Rev. 
Charles Nagot, of the Congregation of St. 
Sulpice, under the auspices of the Most Rev. 
Dr. Carroll, the first Archbishop of Balti- 
more. Since its commencement, it has sent 
forth and continues still to send forth annual- 
ly, into the Vineyard of the Lord, a number 
of active, learned and zealous Labourers, 
who scatter themselves in every direction 
through this extensive country, cause the 
sound of their voice to be heard even among 
the savage children of the forest, and at last 
compel them to bow down their stubborn 
necks to the mild yoke of the Gospel. It en- 
joys an extensive library, and all the advan- 
tages of a healthy climate. It is at present 
under the direction of the Rev. Dr. Deluol, 
who has a sufficient number of able Profes- 
sors to assist him in the discharge of his im- 
portant trust. Surely such an Institution 
might justly*have expected to be placed in 
the table of the American Almanac. 

The next in course is the Seminary of 
Mount St. Mary, near Emmetsburg, Frede- 
rick County, Maryland. This establishment 
was founded in the year 1809, and was at 
first intended only as an Ecclesiastical or 
Theological Seminary. Its situation, remote 
from the vices and dissipation of cities, ap- 
peared best calculated to train up in morali- 
ty and virtue the youth, destined to become 
one day patterns of it, and Apostles of reli- 
gion. The healthy and pleasing situation of 
the place, its beautiful prospect which ex- 
tends around as far as the eye can behold; an 
excellent spring of the purest water whieh 
issues out of the rock, and supplies all 
the houses and gardens; extensive pleasure 
grounds: all the local and moral advantages 
it possesses, induced many parents to solicit 
admission for their children, although not 
destined for the ministry. Their request was 
granted, the more readily as, besides training 
up many children to virtue and science, it 
afforded a useful employment to young Eccle- 
Siastics, who, whilst they were pursuing high- 
er studies, devoted a part of their time to 
teaching inferior classes; relieved the institu- 
tion and themselves of the expense of their 
education, and supplied the seminary with 
able masters, whose very calling was a pledge 
of their moral, religious and. modest conduct, 

_And who thereby made an apprenticeship in 
dhe art of governing, so necessary for future 
pastors. This attempt exceeded the most 
sanguine expectation of the undertakers, and 
80 constant has been the public patronage 
towards it, that it was thought unnecessary, 
for a considerable time, to insert any’ adver- 
ay concerning it in the public papers; 
hence it became known only within a sm 
circle of friends, until lately, when it; erael 

drew the attention of the Eastern, W 

_@m, and Middle States, of the West Indies, 


and South America, whence pupils are sent. 


to it. Its library cannot dmount to a num- 


ber less than ten. thousand volumes. The 
Seminary is under the government of a Pre- 
sident, and Vice-President, and a number of 
Professors, Prefects and Assistant Tutors. 
The number of Students this last- year ex- 
ceeded one hundred and twenty. Surely 
such an institution also deserved to have some 
notice taken of it in the table of the Ameri- 
can Almanac. 


The next in course is the Theological Se- 
minary of St. Joseph, Bardstown, Kentucky; 
an institution quite distinct from the College 
just mentioned of the same town and name, 
having a different superior and different Pro- 
fessors of the Hebrew, of Theology and of 
the Holy Scriptures—all of which are taught, 
in the most substantial manner, in the above 
mentioned Seminary. At the present time 
there are attending upon the course of theo- 
logical lectures, four deacons, fiye subdea- 
cons and ten other Ecclesiastical Students. 
Since the establishment, of this Seminary, 
thirty Priests have already been educated 
and ordained for this and the neighboring 
Diocesses. Surely this also deserved to have 
some notice taken of it in the table of the 
American Almanac. ? 

The next in course is St. Mary’s Semina- 
ry, Washington County; about twenty miles 
from Bardstown, Kentucky, in a southwardly 
direction. The buildings. are spacious and 
solidly constructed, with a neat chapel ad= 
joining. This Ecclesiastical Institution, is 
conducted by the Rev. Wm. Byrne, who is 
principally assisted by the Rev. Edward M‘- 
Mahon and several others. Besides other 
matters of higher importange, the languages, 
together with the Mathematics, are taught in 
it. According to the most recent accounts, 
it is in a very flourishing condition. A good 
farm is attached to the Seminary, which en- 
ables the Conductors to put the board and 
tuition at the reduced price of sixty-four dol- 
lars per annum. Surely this establishment 
aiso deserved to have a small corner in the 
table of the American Almanac. 


The next in course is the Ecclesiastical 
Establishment of the Dominicans, in Wash- 
ington County, at St. Rose’s, sixteen miles 
from Bardstown, under the direction of the 
Rev. Raphael Munos, and two assistant Fa- 
thers of the Order. The Church, as well as 
the buildings constructedfor the Ecclesiasti- 
cal Students, are beautiful and convenient. 
An extensive and well cultivated farm consti- 
tutes also the principal support of this house. 
Why should not this Institution likewisé have 
found a place in the table of the American 
Almanac? , i. 


The next in course is thé Theological Se- 
minary, which was founds ut twelve 
yearsjago, in Perry Count} e of Missou- 


ri, in a settlement called the Barrens. It is 
conducted by the Priests of the Mission of St. 
Vincent of Paul, is in a flourishing condition 
and has already yielded a constant supply, 
and will undoubtedly continue, under the fos- 
tering care 0 venerable Congregation 
of learned and fioly men, to afford a continual 
succession of well informed jus Mis- 
sionaries for the benefit and instruction of 
that and the adjoining States, Surely an 
Ecclesiastical Nursery which has, in so short 
a time, as is well known throughout the Unit- 
States, ced such a harvest of Mis- 





sionary Plants for the valley of the Missis- 


sippi, deserved too, to ha¥e one small place 
in the table of the American Almanac. 

The next in order is the new'establishment 
of the Society of Jesus, at Florissant, on the 
Missouri, not many miles distant from St. 
Louis. It is under the direction of the Rev. 
F. Vanquickenborne, the Rev. F. Detheux 
and several other Fathers of the same learn- 
ed and venerable Society. It is wonderful 
what good this Infant Establishment has al- 
ready done in civilizing and ameliorating the 
condition of the different tribes of Indians 
bordering on the white settlements, through 
the instrumentality of the active und Zealous 
young Clergymen who have been,geared in 
it! Even the General Government has been 
pleased to notice the admirable success of 
their labours in the Vineyard, and has excit- 
ed them to still greater undertakings by an 
efficient and liberal encouragement. Surely 
so meritorious an Institution deserved like- 
wise to have some notice taken of it im the 
table of the American Almanac. 

The next and last establishment of which 
we shall speak, and which has also been 
omitted by the Compiler of the Almanac, is 
the Roman Catholic Theological and Classi- 
cal Seminary of St. John the Baptist, in 
Charleston, South Carolina; to which is at- 
tached a respectable day-school. This Se- 
minary is located in a square lot of ground, 
formerly known by the name of the Vauzhall 
Gardens, in a central part, and unquestiona- 
bly in one of the prettiest spots in that city. 
The buildings are ample and commodious; 
and are likewise quite convenient to the Ca- 
thedral. It is a sufficient commendation, of 
this Theological Institution, to say, that all 
the Priests who are now actively engaged in 
the ministry, both in North and South Caro- 
lina, and in the State of Georgia, with the 
exception of one, have been educated in it. 
Surely then, such an Institution ought to have 
been noticed in the table of the American 
Almanac. 

We hope, therefore, that whenever a se- 
cond volume of this interesting, useful and 
truly respectable work is given, some more 
care and attention will be bestowed on Ro- 
man Catholic Colleges and Theological, Se- 
minaries; and that recourse will be had, for 
extensive and correct information on such 
subjects, to those individuals who have it in 
their power to give it, and who, we are per- 
suaded, will be gratified on all occasions to 
add to the stock of general information, al- 
ready embodied in such a work, 





OLD HARRY. 


We have observed in the “ Youth’s Com- 
panion,” of the 13th inst., a small catch-penny 
aper of this city, issued at the office of the 
Bosion Recorder, a strange account of an old 
Negro from Port-tobacco, in Maryland, call- 
ed Uncle Harry. The reporter states, that 
the account was given him by the old Negro 
himself, “at the hospitable mansion of the 
Rev. S. B. W. of F—.” Pity, that we have 
not the entire name written out, with that of 
the Reverend Reporter himself, as we should 
then haVe sufficient Data before us, indépen- 
dently of any thing else, to detect, at once, 
the whole imposture. sit is, we shall offer 
no contradiction, hut shall leave the state- 





ment, as it stands, to speak for itself. We 
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shall observe, however, with all due defer- 


ence, that there are hundreds, aye, thous-|'” Pad indied canisenys-tan cenibeaieiall th Line’ 
ands, of such like accounts, regularly got up, | 12. delivered me; and having obtained help of God, I 
and sent home for publication, by the under-| continue to this day—blessed be his name; he never will 
lings of the Bible and Tract Societies, from leave me nor forsake me; Ihave good hope of that.”” 
distant quarters, which are entitled to just as| ‘‘ Well how did you obtain religious instruction where 
much credit as the one here presented by the nee as may ee was no preacher of the gos- 
reporter, and which is given upon the autho- | P®, 4 7pe Drig) on teot ® 


: . ** Why, by the mercy of my God, I learned to read 
rity of Old Harry. There can be but little | the Bible; and that showed me the way to Jesus. But 


doubt, that the trade driven by these Retail- | now I think of it; when theRoman Catholics heard that 
ers, is a profitable one; and consequently, II was concerned about my soul, they send for me, and 
something must be occasionally laid before | tried mighty not to get “ss to join boa 7 =e 
the public, to keep the spirit of it alive. We Presta Port-tobaceo, whose namie was Mr. O'Neal; he 


‘ talked a great deal. I remember he said to me 
shall mot often give ourselves the trouble of | ay ee Sa says he, now you are a re 


noticing ysuch communications: indeed, the | about your soul, you must come and join the Catholic 
generality of them are far, very far, below | Church.”’—* What for, said 1, Mr. O’Neal?”’—* Be- 
contempt. < oe ‘ peti. s 
for Port-tobacco, where the scene of action, | the Catholic Church will lead me to Jesus, I will join it 


. . -,” | with all my heart; for that’s all I want.”’ And Mr. O’- 
in the present instance, happens to be laid;| y,.) said, “if you will join the church, I will warrant 
and for the learned, pious, zealous, and truly | that you shall go to Heaven.” ‘‘ How can you do that, 
respectable Catholic Clergymen residing in| Mr. O'Neal?’ said I. ‘Then he told me that a great 
that neighbourhood; any one of whom could | many years ago, our Saviour came into this world; and 
have pulverized, aye, have crushed, into very | he chose twelve apostles, and made St. Peter their head, 


atoms, in a fair theological argument;—not | and the Pope succeeded St. Peter, and so all that join 


«* But have you not met with many troubles and diffi- 
culties by the way?” 





ed to learn, that prior to the days of Whit- 
field, an itinerant Methodist Preacher, who — 


year 1738, the Gospel had not been preached " 
to them in Port-tobacco! Oh! what would 
the Whites, the Graytons, the Lewis’s, the 
Hunier’s, the Moseley’s, the Maithews’s, the 
Molyneux’s, the Digg’s, the Jenkins’s, the 
Doyne’s, the Sewall’s, the Boarman’s, and that 
long list of other Apostolical men, who, in’ 
continued succession, from the year 1632, 
have not ceased to proclaim the glad tidings 
of salvation, not only in Port-tobacco itself,. 
but in every direction throughout the State,— 
and that at times, too, the most trying;— 
when the most bloody penal laws were in full 


We do it now only out of respect | cause, said he, it is the trae church.’’ Then I said, “ if | force j—when their lives, and the lives of their 


Brethren, were in constant danger of being 
sacrificed;—when their property was daily 
seized upon, and confiscated;—when one half 
of the Lible-monger Sects, that now prowl 
through the country, and pretend to so much 





and which, had they been in existence at the 


came to this country, for the first time, in the” 


pastoral zeal, were not even in existence,— 


the aitied Utcle Harry, but the sturdy, vera- | the Pope, belong to the true church. Then, said I, why, 
cious Ressther himself, or any of his whining | 

Fraternity of Paraphrasts and Commentators. 
Besides, as we issue to-day a half-sheet Ex- 
tra, in consequence of the crowd of matter 
before us, we deem no apology necessary for 
the insertion of the trivial Extract, which will 
be found below. 


Exiract from Youth’s Companion. b 


“ UNCLE HARRY.” 


After stating how he had been introduced 
to Uncle Harry, at the hospitable mansion of 
the Rev. S. B. W. of F—, the reporter con- 
tinues thus: 


On perceiving that I wished to converse with the old 
man, the Rev. Mr. W. said, with a kindness which 
showed that he recognised Uncle Harry as a Christian 
brother, and respected his age, ‘‘ Come and take your 
seat again, Uncle Harry, and sit up near the fire.” He 
accepted the invitation, and on his being seated, I enter- | 
ed into conversation which afforded me higher pleasure _ 
than I ever enjoyed in the circles of fashion, beauty, | 
wit, or learning. I here send you some of the most in- | 
teresting particulars. 

«* How old are you, Uncle Harry ?”” 

** Why, as nigh as I can tell, I am now eighty-nine, 
er thereabouts.” - 

** Where were you born ?’’ 

** At Port-tobacco, in Maryland.”’ 

** And who had you to preach the gospel to you there?’’ 

* Ah! we had no preacher of the gospel there at that 
time.”” 

«« Then it was after you left Port-tobacco, that you | 
embraced religion, was it ?”’ 

*< No sir, it was while I lived there—And I'll tell you 
how it was. A great many years ago, there was one 
Doctor Whitfield, that travelled all through this coun- 
try, preaching the gospel every where. I dare say you 
have heard of Doctor Whitfield, he was a most pow- 
erful preacher. Well! as I was saying, he went through 
Maryland; but his place of preaching was:so far off, that 
I did not hear of it until he was gone. But not long af- 
terwards, I met with a man of my acquaintance, who 
did hear him. He told me about the sermon; and what 
I heard opened my eyes to see that I was a poor lost 
sinner. And ever since that time, I have been deter- 
mined to seek Jesus as my Saviour, and spend my life 
a SW bith Id! thought I 

Happy eld: thought I, and greatly honoured of 
thy Master, who has used thee as his instrument for sav- 
ing so many souls. 

*« But, said I, addressing Uncle Harry, how old were 
youthen?” : 

yoo a8 nigh as I can guess, I was 16 or 17 years 
° 
** And haye you never repented of this resolution ?’’ 





** No! indeed, my master,—I have never repented of 


any think, but that I have served my blessed Saviour so 


| how do you know that, Mr. O’ Neal ? 


** Because, said | 


he, our Saviour told Peter, I give you the keys of the | WOuld never have dared to set their feet within _ 


kingdom of Heaven; and whatsoever you bind on earth, |the operation of the law. What, we repeat, 
shall be bound in Heaven; and whatsoever you loose on | what would all those Christian Heroes, enu- 
earth, shall be loosed in Heaven.’’—And I said, the 
Lord knows how it is, Mr. O’Neal; I am a poor ignor- 
ant creature, but:it always did seem to me, that Peter 
was nothing but @ man like the rest of the Apostles, But 
Mr. O’ Neai said, no: he was the head and chief of the 
Apostles, for our Saviour said again;— Thou art Peter, 
and on this rockg! will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I 
asked him, Now do you think Peter was that rock, Mr. . ” 

O’Neal? He answered, to be sure he was. And I said i At Port-tobacco, in Maryland. 

again, ‘The Lord knows bow it is; but it never did seem And who had you to preach the gospel to 
so to me—now I thinkuit was just so. When Peter said, | you there?” 


thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God; our Sa-| ‘* Ah! we had no preachers of the Gospel 
viour told him thou art Peter.—[While the old man | there at that time!” 


repeated the words thou art Peter, he pointed his fin- “ . nM - 1 99 
ger at me, looking me directly in the face,—but as soon This narrative, the truth of which, eeye 


as he began the following part of the quotation, he | the Rev. Reporter, oy. could not entertain a 
brought his hand briskly down on his knee, saying with |moment’s doubt,” &c. Insignificant, drivel* 
emphasis as he looked at himself,] and upon rH1s RocK ling Fanatic!—we are really at a loss to 
will 1 build my church. And that rock was Christ; for 
it is written in another place, behold I lay in Ziona seri 

Chief corner stone, shiek, Gevalia and he that believeth could seriously poems such & report So Yay 
on him) shall not be confounded—and that corner atone publisher; and who could without a blush on 
is Christ. ‘1hen Mr. O’Neal said to me, Why Harry!| his countenance, have penned such a sen- 
where did you learn all that? And I said from my Bi-|tence. We know but of one way of account- 
ble. Oh! Mr. O’Neal said, you have no business with ing for it. It is this: these Circuit-Riders, 


the Bible, it will confuse and lustrate you. But I said, | and other fanatics, licensed libellers and de- 
it tells me of my Saviour. ‘hen a gentleman who was 


sitting by, said, Ah! you might as well let him alone, famers of rea 4 country where the Catholie 
Mr. U’Neal; you can make nothing of him. And from | religion is firmly established, at the time they 


tion! 
“ How old are you, Uncle Harry?” 
“Why, as nigh as I can tell, I am now 
eighty-nine, or thereabouts.” 
‘“‘ Where were you born?” 





| that time, I never had any desire to join the Roman @a-| engage to draw up these and such like ré- 


tholies.”” ports with a view to produce an, effect in @ 
This narrative, the trath of which I could not enjer- 


: , particular quarter, or for some special pur- 
a ee een te oceteee hich ee pose connected with self-interest, never ima- 
prised me, and I remarked, y gine that they will ever find their way back 

“1 suppose, Uncle Harry, you take very great plea- | to the country from which they write. Hence, 
sure in reading the Bible ?”’ the abuse they occasionally lavish upon a 
Py agg me Oy phkpry 7A bane pn mend & a particular place, or upon a particular society 
sotekbed thetMnnlitis dim. and I din coal snake | Of Peopke;—hence the liberty they take in ex- 

‘ y mene | aggerating every—even the most trifling 0c 











ut to read 
. On this Mr. W. said, *« Well, Uncle Harry, you shall | Currence, that may take place in a neighbour- 
have a new Bible, Do you call, when you go down| hood, and turning the same to their own ad- 
town, on Mr. ———, and he will give you a Bible,| vantage;—hence the frequent and horrible 
from the Bible Society.” descriptions they give of more than Egypt 

Here then, we have a specimen of the | darkness that hovers over all those countries 
matter, selected by a certaip. description of| where Catholicity reigns, and where of course, 
Editors, for the edification “of the Boston | their revival-getting-up spirit has not the 
Youth, (the above extract is taken from| same influence ;—hence the Jeremiads which 
“ Youth’s Companion,”’) and of the kind of] are incessantly twanged from Dan to Bersa- 
intelligence, which is communicated to them, bee, in relation to the valley of the Mississip- 
by those epnieres by the different Societies pi, &c. &c. Where should we stop, were we 
to distribute Tracts and Bibles, in various | to attempt to enumerate all the various t 











poorly.” 


- of the United States. Our readers in|of the trade driven by this Bible-monger 
ort-tobacco will doubtless be quite astonish-|Class, however distributed? Suffice it to 














‘time, and had they been similarly menaced, — 


merated above, say, could they now rise from . 
| their graves, and hear this insulting declara- 
| 


know what other name to give to a man, who» 
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say, that Uncle Harry’s tale, notwithstanding 
all the circumstances of striking improbability 
connected with it, supposing even the whole 
not to be a fabrication, was too good an op- 
rtunity to be suffered to pass over. Whe- 
ther there ever was, or not, a Priest at Port- 
tobacco, by the name of O’Neal, or McNeal, 
the reporter seems not to care a. jot; so he 
sent home a good, and seemingly plausible 
narrative, to his Patrons, upon some ostensi- 
ble authority, even though it should be based 
upon no better, than that of Old Harry him- 
self. Like an old woman, reported as a good 
cook, who possessed a rare talent—that of 
making good soup, even out of nothing. So 
with our inventive reporter:—he has so great 
@ knack at writing communications, that he 
can build them even upon nothing; and Proh! 
iaversi mores! what is far more strange, yea, 
almost incredible, can afterwards believe 
them himself! Wonderful faith! Why, we 
don’t require half so much from any Catholic! 
The’ Reporter states that the old negro ob- 
served, that there was a Priest at Port-tobacco, 
who tried to get him (the negro) to join the 
Catholic Church, whose name was Mr. O’ Neal. 
Now, we shall take it upon ourselves to de- 
clare, without any fear of contradiction, that 
there has not been any Priest of that name in 
Port-tobacco, or even within ten miles of it, 
for the last century. With this declaration 
we shall dismiss the subject, leaving the mat- 
ter to be finally settled between the reporter, 
and his trusty friend and brother, Uncle Har- 
ry, of whose narrative he could not entertain a 
moment’s doubt; for it is pretty clear, yea, 
evident, that something must lie between 
them. Henceforth, then, we would recom- 
mend to the Brotherhood, one of two things, 
viz: either to be more cautious in their future 
communications; or, to place the scene of their 
passing events somewhat further off. 


F 
THE TRUE CHURCH. 











CHAPTER VII. 
OF THE INVOCATION OF SAINTS; 


(CONTINUED FROM NO. 20—pPacGeE 160.] 





The question now is, whether it is lawful 
to invoke the Saints existing in heaven, un- 
der the usual formula employed by the Cath- 
olic Church, viz; Holy Mary pray for us, 
Holy Peter pray for us, All Saints intercede 
for us. We answer in the affirmative. First, 
because the Ancient Fathers have so in- 
structed us by their example and writings, 
as Sts. Nectarius, Ephrem, Nazianzen, Nys- 
sen, Ambrose, Chrysostom, Jerom, Augus- 
tine, and all the others who have sueceeded 
them. Secondly, because this invocation has 
been approved by the unanimous consent of 
the whole Church. Now the whole Church 
could not err. Thirdly, we daily experience 
the fruit of this invocation, and there are ma- 
ny who have obtained corporeal health by 
the invocation of this, or that Saint: some 
the gift of continency; some ‘an illumination 
of intellect, others many other benefits. 
These are facts, that cannot be denied with- 
out the greatest rashness. Fourthly, it is 
evident from the Holy Scripture, that it is 


pious and useful to invoke the Saints living 
in this world. For the Apostle did so, Co- 
loss. 4. 2. Be instant in prayer, Praying 
withal for us also. 2 Thess. 3.1. Brethren 
pray for us, that the word of God may run and 
may be glorified, even as among you. 'There- 


fore, it is also pious and useful to invoke the 


In different parts of the Union, asylums 
have been opened, where female piety may 
seclude itself from the noise, dangers and sins 
of the world, and breathe its sighs to heaven 
in peaceful retirement. In Kentucky alone, 
there are not less than three different female 
institutions, in which there are more than 
two hundred religious, fervently serving their 
God. In the other dioceses’ of the union 


Saints reigning with Christ in heaven, espe- {here are also many female institutions. Thus 


cially, since their intercession is no less effi- 
cacious, than that of the Saints on earth. 

2, Our Adversaries, who in their usual 
way, despise the Ancient Fathers, the con- 
sent of the Church, and the effects of piety, 
raise many objections to this doctrine. First, 
they object, that the invocation of the Saints 
is injurious to God, who alone ought to be 
adored. Secondly, that it is injurious to 
Christ, who alone is the Mediator between God 
and Man: Thirdly, that it is a sign of diffi- 
dence, because when we have recourse to the 
Saints, we seem to distrust God and Christ. 
Fourthly, that the practice is useless, because 
the Saints in heaven cannot hear our prayers, 
nor do they know any thing, of what is trans- 
acted here on earth; therefore we invoke 
them in vain. 

3. But these objections are of no weight 
whatever. Indeed if the first, second and 
third, had any bearing against us, they would 
also militate against the Apostle. For they 
oppose the Invocation of the Saints militant 
on earth, which the Apostle practised, as 
much as the Invocation of ‘Saints triumphant 
in heaven, which we practise. For, if the 
consequence holds good, that God alone 
should be adored: therefore, it is not lawful to 
invoke the Saints in heaven,—we retort, God 
alone should be adored: therefore it is not law- 
ful to invoke the Saints on earth, for the word 
alone excludes no less the latter, than the 
former. In like manner, if it be true, that 
Christ alone is the Mediator: and that Catho- 
lics sin, by invoking the Saints in heaven; so it 
is equally true that our Adversaries sin, by in- 
voking the Saints on éarth. Finally, if it fol- 
lows, that because Catholi¢s inyoke the Saints 
in heaven, they therefore shew a want of 
confidence in God and Christ, it equally fol 
lows, that as our Adversaries invoke their 
Brethren om earth, they therefore want con- 
fidence in God and in Chr 


[To BE conTr 








COMMUNICATED. — 


BROTHERS OF ST. BENEDICT, IN 
KENTUCKY. 


Notices of the religious establishments in 
Kentucky have.at different times appeared in 
the Catholic Miscellany and Truth Teller; 
but we believe no mention has yet been made 
of the Brothers of St Benedict.’ We flatter 
ourselves, that our Catholic Brethren through- 
out the Union, will hear with pleasure, of 
this Institution, commenced by the Right Re- 


the piety of the devout sex has been zealous- 
ly encouraged. But hitherto no establish- 
ment had been erected for the reception of 
laymen, who wish to retire from the world, 
and consecrate themselves, and their labours 
to the service of Almighty God. Many young 
men, perhaps, have wished to find, and enter 
into such an institution: Many, perhaps, in 
the maturity of manhood, convinced at length 
of the vanity of the world, and repenting of 
the follies and sins of youth,—hayve sighed 
for a place of tranquil seclusion, where they 
might consecrate themselves to the Almighty, 
and under the safe guidance of religious dis- 
cipline, redeem the time lost in folly and sin, 
and expiate their offences by fervent prayer, 
useful labour and salutary penance. 

To such it must be pleasing to learn, that 
the object of their wishes is now attainable. 
Any one, who feels a desire of religious re- 
tirement from the world with its sins, dangers 
and cares, may be received at the Brother- 
ees of St. Benedict, in Kentucky: provided 
ie brings testimonials from his Pastor, of a 
good moral and Christian character, and la- 
bours under no impediment from secular en- 
gagements, which might forbid his entrance 
into the religious state. 

The Convent of the Lay Brothers of St. 
Benedict is situated four miles, south from 
Bardstown, on the place, where the Bishop 
of Bardstown formerly resided, and where he 
erected the first Ecclesiastical Seminary of 
his Diocess. After the Bishop removed to 
Bardstown, he kept up a small clerical Semi- 
nary, and a school for the education of youth, 
at the place of his former residence. About 
twelve months ago, the little Seminary was 
removed, and the school dissolved. The Bi- 
shop then gave up the beautiful and valuable 
farm and property of St. Thomas’ for the 
foundation of the religious society of men, of 
which we are speaking. 

The principal building of the Brotherhood 
is large and commodious, being of brick, and 
consisting of three well finished stories, one 
hundred feet in length, and thirty in width. 
Besides this, they have several other smaller 
buildings, and a very handsomely finished, 
and even elegant brick Church, the altar and 
interior of which are well decorated. 

The Institution has four hundred acres of 
land, of which one hundred. and sixty are 
cleared, forming extensive pasturage and til- 
lable land. ‘The farm, besides barns and 
other usual appurtenances, has an excellent 
double mill for wheat and corn, There are 
two good orchards, a handsome garden, and 
in front of the Convent, an extensive yard, 
and walks symmetrically laid off, and planted 
with trees. The soil seems favorable to the 
cultivation of the vine. A small vineyard has 
been commenced, the grapes of which make 

ood wine. About one half mile from the 

onastery, there is a small river, the waters 
of which wash two thirds, in extent, of the 











verend and truly Apostolic Bishop of Ken- 
tucky. 


land belonging to the Institution. ‘The river 
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affords fish at any season of the year. The 
river-valleys® may form excellent meadow 
ground, and pasturage. The scenery on 
each side is truly pleasing and picturesque, 
offering to the view, hills, rocks, and valleys, 
interspersed with cascades,—springs and 
streams of purest water. Near this is erect- 
ed a large and neat stone dairy, whose floor 
is formed by the natural rock. On the wes 

and in front of the Monastery and Church, 
and about two hundred yards distant from the 
same, there is a ten acre grove, inclosed and 
cleared of some of the undergrowth, and of 
the fallen trees and decaying wood. Here 
the eye may be delighted with the real view 
of whatever has been written, or said of the 
majestic growth of our backwood forests. 
Through this grove, there is a beautiful walk, 
forty feet in width, shaded on each side by 
the. forest trees, and leading up to a small 
hill, half a quarter of a mile from the Church. 
On this hill is planted the sacred sign of re- 
demption, a large Cross. A platform and al- 
tar are also there erected, on which the Ado- 
rable Sacrament is deposited in the solemn 
procession of Corpus Christi. Smaller cros- 
ses are planted on each side of this walk, and 
the faithful and brothers perform, in procession 
once a month, the stations of the Holy Cross, 
devoutly commemorating the Saviour’s suf- 
ferings for Man, till they have reached the 
last station, at the top of the hill, where they 
piously call to mind the death of Jesus on the 
Cross of Calvary. Behind this hill, and in) 
the continuance of the same walk, is the com- 
mon cemetery of the Congregation. Here 
the pensive gloom of the surrounding forest, 
the lovely willow, planted by sorrowful re- 
membrance to weep over the graves of the 
deceased; the solitary rose bush, that grows 
on the mound, which covers the body of sin- 
less infancy, and the green sod, which tender 
sorrow had laid over the grave of departed 
youth, render the remembrance of death pe- 
culiarly impressive and lead the mind to 
commune with the concerns of eternity. 

It may be thought that romantic feeling 
has been indulged in the sketch of the Con- 
vent of the Lay Brothers of St. Benedict, 
but in truth the description does not do justice 
to that beautiful and interesting Institution. 
Nature seems to have formed the place as an 
abode for religion, where she might retire 
from a perverse and persecuting world, and 
tranquilly breathe her sighs to heaven as well 
amidst the pleasing scenery surrounding the 
Convent, as in its peaceful cells and neat, 
commodious chapel. 

The Brothers have adopted the Rule of St. 
Benedict, mitigated. Their time is divided 
between prayer, religious exercises and ma- 
nual labours. The rule imposes no remark- 
able austerities. After a year’s noviciate, if 
the novice feels in himself a vocation; and if 
it be thought that he can become a fit mem- 
ber of the Brotherhood, he is permitted to 
take the vows of religion for three years. At 
the expiration of that time, he may take vows 
for life. Mechanics and persons of an ho- 
nest profession may be received, if properly 
recommended by the Pastor of the Congre- 
gation to which they belong. The Rev. Ig- 
natius Guy Chabrat, is the actual superior; 
letters from any part of the Union, addressed 
to him, Bardstewn, Kentucky, will receive a 
prompt attention. I. 





Highly Interesting to Catholic Orthodoxy. 

Four young Chinese Christians arrived in 
Paris, on the 24th of April last. They were 
sent to Europe by Mr. Lamiot, Catholic 
Priest of the Congregation of St. Lazarus, 
who lived for a considerable time at Pekin, 
and from which city he was obliged to depart 
in the Persecution of 1820. 

He now resides at Macao, whence he re- 
commends those Chinese gentlemen to the 
confraternity in France, to direct their stu- 
dies and prepare them for the Holy Priest- 
hood. They have had an excellent passage. 
They landed in England, and on the 10th of 
April, reached Calais. They presented a 
recommendatory letter to the Curate of that 
city, who received them with all the warmth 
of Catholic hospitality. Public honours were 
paid them by the Civil Authorities in the Ci- 
ty Hall, where one of the Magistrates addres- 
sed them in a short but appropriate Latin 
speech. One of the Chinese returned an 
answer in the same language. The Asiatic 
strangers accepted some Medals which were 
presented to them on the occasion, and then 
set out for Paris. On Holy Thursday they 
arrived at Amiens, and put up at the Semina- 
4 of the Congregation of St. Lazarus. They 

ev. Mr. Bailey, the Superior of the Insti- 
tution, treated them with marked kindness. 
They were visited by the Right Rev. Bishop 
and other distinguished personages of the 
place. They spent the latter part of the 
week at the Seminary, where their conduct 
illustrated the edifying piety of their Faith. 
They entered Paris on Easter Tuesday, ac- 
companied by Mr. Etienne, Procurator-Ge- 
neral of the Institution. 


They have taken up their residence at the | 


head-quarters of the Congregation, Rue de 
Sevres. Two of these young gentlemen are 
about twenty-five years old; the other two, 
about twenty—Joszeru Ly who appears to be 
the oldest, speaks Latin with fluency, and 
acts as Interpreter to his three countrymen, 
Marruew Lu, Francis Kiou, and Joun-Bar- 
tist Tcnen. They wear their national cos- 
tume. The hair above the forehead is shav- 
ed off,—while an exuberant growth rising 
from the back part of the head, descends as 
low as the loins. Their head dress consists 
of a silk bonnet, with turned up rims and sur- 
mounted with a little red tuft. They wear 
white stockings, and a short robe with wide 
sleeves; over the latter, they wear an addi- 
tional robe, somewhat shorter than the other: 
the buttons are of copper. They have been, 
since their arrival, an ebject of public curio- 
sity. They do not appear abroad; but per- 
sons of distinctiom’are occasionally permitted 


to visit them, ||. 

They havalien introduced to his Excel- 
lency the Numetio, and to his Grace the Arch- 
bishop, who conversed with Joseru Ly. On 
the 28th of April, they were taken to Court 
by Mr. Etienne; and when introduced to his 
Christian Majesty, they saluted him, accord- 
ing to the etiquette of their nation, by touch- 
ing the ground three times with their fore- 
head. Jostru then addressed his Majesty 
in the Chinese language to this effect— 


Great and Excellent King, 


Happy do we feel in having it in our pow- 


er to offer your Majesty the homage of our 
profound veneration, and of expressing to 





you the sentiments of the heart-felt gratitude 
of all the Christians of China. 

The Divine Torch of Faith has been 
brought to us by the Missionaries; and for 
such a precious gift we acknowledge our. 
selves indebted to the munificence of Lewis 
the Great, your August Grandsire, and to 
the piety of your Illustrious Brother, Lewis 
the Martyr. If we still have the happiness 
of keeping in the midst of us these Apostolic 
Men, whose numbers are rapidly multiplying, 
we well know that it is owing to the August 
and powerful protection which your Maj 
graciously extends to the Congregation of St. 
Lazarus, from which we have received such 
signal blessings. May God in his glory re. 
compense your Majesty for such inestimable 
favors! Allow us, Sire, to assure your Ma- 
jesty, that in all the Chinese Christians, you 
have respectful and grateful children. 


His Majesty and Madame la Dauphine pro- 
posed several questions to Mr. Etienne in 





relation to the strangers—Among others, the 
King asked, if they were pious—They, in 
turn, remarked, that the benevolent aspect of 
the King forcibly struck them, and Joseph 
conferred upon him the epithet of Princeps 
mansuetus, (the Mild Prince.) 

The physiognomy of these young Chris 
tians, is characteristic of their nation—their 
eyes are quick and penetrating—complexion 
rather tawny—the contour ef the face much 
resembles that of the Chinese figures which 
are represented on their paper and their por 
celain.—They are shortly to assume the Ea 
ropean costume, and direct their attention to 
the study of the French language. The intek 
lect with which Providence has endowed them, 
must ensure them a rapid proficiency. Their 
character, and disposition are quite congenial 
|to the clerical state, which requires, accord 
|ing to the formulary of Christian perfection, 
jan heroic renunciation of self, and an exclu 

sive devotion to the service of their God, at 
cording to St. Paul—“‘ He that is without® 
wife, is solicitous for the things that belong & 
the Lord, how he may please God. But he 
that is with a wife, is solicitous for the things 
of the world, how he may please his wife “att 
|he is divided.” Infallible Truth. has 

'tively declared, that we “ cannot serve God 
‘and Mammon.” These Chinese Catholics 
|are convinced of this, and it is hoped, that 
Heaven, in its mercy, will confirm them ia 
this salutary determination. 

After having finished their Theological 
Studies, and received Sacerdotal Orders, 
they will return to their native land, and 
powerfully contribute towards tearing up the 
strong foundations of Idolatry, and introdue- 
ing the true light of Christianity into the 
dark regions of Infidelity—desirable objects 
—which European Catholic Missionaries, ow- 
ing to their complexion, physiognomy, 
dialect could not so well accomplish. These 
four gentlemen are descended of Christian 
parents—May He who built his_ infallible 
Church on St. Peter’s Faith, and whom he 
afterwards commissioned as his Vicegerest 
upon earth, clothe them with irresistible pow- 
er, and enable them to pull down the strong 
holds of sin and of the Wreked One. May He 
enable them to erect upon the ruins of the 
Pagodas, such magnificent Temples, as Car 
tholicity has built to Him, whose “ Church 
is the pillar and ground of Truth,” 

L’ ami de la Religion, 














